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From the President

Mission Statement: 
To further community interests, provide wholesome family 

entertainment a community gathering place, and promote local 
businesses.

The Middleburg Civic Association has been hosting community 
events since 1941. All of our events are open to the public and 

family-friendly. And, all of the events are made possible through 
sponsors, donors and volunteer support.

Get involved today and be a part of tomorrow’s history.

ADVERTISING & LAYOUT 
INFORMATION: 

Middleburg Directory and Community Review is 
created and printed annually by the staff of the 
Clay Today newspaper. If you would like to be 
included in the next edition please contact:

Jon Cantrell (904) 264-3200  
jon@opcfla.com

Publisher, Clay Today and  
Clay County Leader

funding provided by area Middleburg 
community businesses, Thank You.

Festivals, Public 
Meetings, 

Business Meetings & 
Building Rental 

information can be 
found at 

MiddleburgCivic 
Association.com 

Monthly Business 
Meeting/Luncheon

Held at 12:30 p.m., the last  
Wednesday of each month; open to 

Middleburg business owners, manag-
ers, public leaders  and general public. 

Contact MiddleburgCA@gmail.com  
for more information

Paula Cloud, 
President

Jessica Skapetis, 
Vice President

Christi Helms, 
Treasurer

Cathy Martin, 
Secretary

Kristina Byrd, 
Membership 
Chairperson

Welcome to Middleburg 

Wow where did 2019 go? We would like to thank 
you for taking the time to explore the Middleburg 
Directory. You will find many interesting items inside 
ranging from local history, upcoming events, as well 
as great places to do business. The world has taken a 
new shape with the pandemic of 2020. This year had 
promises made of change, celebration, and growth 
and in an instant we as a community and a country 
were reminded about what is truly important. Our 
family, friends, our local businesses, and community 
members. I would like to extend a heartfelt welcome if 
you have recently joined our community,  
 My family has personally made Middleburg 
home for over thirty years. Middleburg is unique 
because it offers the convenience of a small town 
atmosphere while still also maintaining the feel of the 
country. You will find that even though we are growing 

and thriving as a community you will still be met with 
that friendly and small town welcome. Middleburg 
is great for individuals and families because it offers 
a variety of things to do close to home. There are 
parks, rivers, and a beautiful forest for the outdoor 
enthusiast. For the more adventurous, just an hour 
way you will find beaches, theme parks, and many 
other fun family activities. 
 For those of you considering or embarking 
on a new business venture in Middleburg, you will find 
it a great place to do business. The Middleburg Civic 
Association has been the heart of the community 
and business networking for over 79 years and 
has been voted Best of Clay in 2019 and 2020. We 
also were awarded Best of Clay in categories of 
Civic, Entertainment for our Spring Festival, and the 
Middleburg Community Center snagged the Venue of 
the year! It started as a way to get the community 
together and has grown to include businesses to 

further assist growth and support to our community. 
The MCA offers a year round calendar of events for 
the community and great marketing opportunities for 
businesses through sponsorship and volunteering. 
Check out our Calendar of Events in the Directory and 
on our website. Our monthly meeting is held on the 
last Wednesday of every month and location details 
can be found on our website. It is open to businesses, 
members, and the general public. Your membership 
and support to the MCA helps continue the traditions 
we hold so dearly in Middleburg.
 On Behalf of the 2020 MCA Board, and all 
members,Thank you for your support and don’t forget 
to shop local.
Paula M. Cloud, President

See you soon!,
Paula Cloud, President
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Jeanne Scholl  
EXIT INSPIRED REAL ESTATE

904-945-4142 
www.JeanneScholl.com

WHY 
EXIT!
A S K  M E

Having grown up here in Clay 
county I was very grateful to 
have teamed up with Michael 
Wright to bring our office 
EXIT INSPIRED REAL ESTATE 
into Middleburg ! We have 
over 20 years of experience 
in real estate in Clay county 
and surrounding NE Florida 
counties, and are looking 
forward to inspiring people who 
are interested in being a real 
estate agent, selling their house 
and/or are interested in buying 

WELCOME TO A GREAT PLACE TO LIVE AND A BETTER PLACE TO PUT YOUR MONEY.

We think you’ll love living here. And if you like better, you’ll also love VyStar. Our 700,000+ members enjoy free checking, 

lower cost loans, 20,000+ surcharge-free ATMs across North America, full-service branches from north to central Florida, 

an exceptional No Closing Costs Mortgage* program, friendly, personal service, and much more. While you explore all that 

the area has to offer, we hope you’ll also take a look at VyStar. 

904-777-6000  •  1-800-445-6289

*Al l  new accounts and loans are subject to approval .  Certain restr ict ions and l imitat ions apply .  No Closing Costs offer avai lable only when obtaining a VyStar Credit  Union First  Mortgage Loan and is not avai lable on VA & FHA Mortgages. 
Avai lable for purchase or ref inance. VyStar wi l l  pay borrower closing costs up to a maximum amount of $5,000 excluding or iginat ion fee,  discount points ,  pr ivate mortgage insurance, prepaid interest or funds to establ ish the member’s 
escrow account .  I f  the borrower pays off  the mortgage within the f i rst  36 months,  they wi l l  be required to reimburse VyStar for a port ion of the closing costs paid by VyStar .  Offer avai lable for a l imited t ime. Programs, serv ices,  rates, 
terms and condit ions are subject to change at any t ime without not ice.  ©2020 VyStar Credit  Union

OPEN YOUR ACCOUNT TODAY. vystarcu.org

Here at Southern True Value, 
we wanted to thank everyone 

who voted for us. We look 
forward to continuously serving 

our Clay County Residents !

Military & County Employee Discounts w/ID
406-0566 • 2620 Blanding Blvd. Ste 119, Middleburg

 www.facebook.com/Southerndiscounthardware/

 Southern Hardware 
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Middleburg Civic Association
Starting in 1937

On April 19, 1937 Mr. and Mrs. F.W. 
Budington deeded a parcel of land 150 
feet by 200 feet on Palmetto Avenue to the 
Clay County Commissioners to be used as 
the ground upon which a Canning Center 
and Recreation Hall was to be erected for 
the citizens of Middleburg and for no other 
purpose. The property, as stipulated in the 
deed, was not to be used for any school 
purposes what-so-ever.

The building and original furniture was 
built by WPA workers and on Nov. 15, 1938, 
a committee held its first meeting to make 
rules and regulations for a “Community 
Home.” Those attending this meeting 
were: Mr. and Mrs. A.W. Budd, Mr. and 
Mrs. Joe Masters, Mrs. Alice Masters, 
Mrs. Gussie Stewart, Mrs. Pearl Lee, 
Mrs. F.W. Budington, Mr. Joe Huntley and 
Mr. L.E. Ganann. Mr. Budd was selected 
Chairman and it was voted that anyone 
using the building would pay 50 cents, 
with an additional 25 cents as a guarantee 
that the building would be left clean and in 
good condition, this amount to be refunded 
when said conditions are complied with and 
accepted by the committee in charge. There 
was an additional charge of 50 cents if lights 
were used.

It was not until July 1941 that a temporary 
Executive Committee met for the purpose 
of forming a corporation and drawing up 
by-laws. The name was changed from 
The Community Home to The Middleburg 
Civic Association. The original sign, made 
by James McDonald, still hangs over the 
steps. The proposed Charter was approved, 

as presented, by Hon. A.D. McNeil, Circuit 
Judge of the Fourth Judicial Circuit of Florida 
on July 14, 1941 in Jacksonville. On July 
15, 1941 said charter was filed with Mr. L.T. 
Ivey, Clerk Circuit Court, Clay County. There 
were eight specific objects and purposes for 
which the corporation was organized. They 
were:

1.  To promote the literary, scientific, 
social and philosophical improvement, 
advancement and benefit of its members.

2.  To render aid to all worthy civic objects 
and purposes

3.  To promote the general development 
of the Community of Middleburg, Clay 
County, Florida.

4.  To cultivate public sentiment for the 
promotion of civic improvement and 
beautification of the community.

5.  To develop the mutual welfare and benefit 
of its members.

6.  To cooperate with and to assist in 
coordinating efforts of all similar 
organizations and individuals for the 
promotion of the civic benefit of the 
Community of Middleburg,

7.  To own, maintain and operate a Community 
House in Middleburg with the full power 
to leave the building or equipment, to 
purchase equipment, furniture, fixtures 
and supplies and to promote meetings, 
dances, entertainments and other civil 
meetings and to charge admission.

8.  To cooperate in all aspects with the Clay 
County Chamber of Commerce and the 
Board of Clay County Commssioners.

The opening date was set for September                           
10, 1941 and a concert was to be given.

(904) 214-3747
2747 Blanding Blvd.
Middleburg, FL
(Across from VyStar)

staywellrx.net
Mon-Fri 9am - 6pm

FREE DELIVERY AND ANTIBIOTICS

We Accept All Major Insurances

• Tree Removal
• Trimming & Pruning

• Crown Reduction
• Stump Grinding 

• Tree Debris Hauling

Fully 
Insured,  

Licensed & 
Workers 

Comp   

904 .282 .9061•www.MacsTreeSer v iceJax .com

Free 
Estimates

Residential + Commercial

TREE SERVICE

FOLLOW US
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1767 Blanding Blvd, 
Middleburg

(904) 203-2071
www.culvers.com

Middleburg
Area: .....................................................................................19.58 square miles
Population ................................................................................................50,815
HH With Children Under Age 18 ..............................................................24.87%
Over Age 65 .............................................................................................10.36%
Median HH Income .................................................................................$48,834
Adult College Graduates ...........................................................................16.6%
% Home Ownership ................................................................................80.05%
Number of Homes & Apartments ..............................................................4,891
Zip Code ....................................................................................................32068

Public Schools
Clay Charter Academy (Charter)
Coppergate Elementary School
Doctors Inlet Elementary School
Middleburg Elementary School
RideOut Elementary School
Swimming Pen Creek Elementary
Tynes Elementary School
Wilkinson Elementary School
Shadowlawn Elementary School
Wilkinson Junior High School
Middleburg High School

Private Schools
Annunciation Catholic School

Public Parks & Recreation
Four Silo Park
Paul C. Armstrong Park
Ridaught Landing Park
Greenwood Park
Jennings State Forest
Black Creek Ravines
Omega Community Park
Hunter-Douglas Park
Foxmeadow Recreational Park

Public Boat Ramps
Middleburg Main Street Boat Ramp  
(3788 Main Street)
Jennings State Forest Boat Ramp  
(1337 Longhorn Road)

Middleburg is an unincorporated 
area and census-designated place (CDP) in 
Clay County. It began in the 1820s first as 
Clark’s Ferry, named for the man who ran 
the local ferry. From 1833 to 1850, the area 
was known as Gary's Ferry. Then in 1853, 
it officially became Middleburg. When Clay 
County was created in 1858, Middleburg 
became the county seat until 1874.

One of the largest areas of Clay County, 
Middleburg includes both rural and small 
town areas and is fast growing as a center 

of commerce and recreation. With access 
to Black Creek and Doctors Lake, the area 
boasts great fishing, boating and water 
sports activities. The beautiful Jennings 
State Forest offers plenty of outdoor 
activities including hiking, horseback riding, 
and canoeing.

Middleburg also is home to St. Vincent’s 
Medical Center Clay County, a full-service 
hospital that recently added maternity and 
women’s services, more ER rooms and 30 
additional inpatient beds.

INSURANCE 
RATES 

TOO HIGH?
WE CAN HELP!

• Been in business over 60 years
• Two locations in Clay County
• We can write ALL lines of insurance

 Middleburg
2361 Blanding Blvd. • 904-282-7665

Keystone Heights
333 S. Lawrence Blvd. • 352-473-7209

 

www.GeorgeRobertsIns.com
csr@georgerobertsins.com

C. Scott Roberts
Owner/Agent

We represent more than 30 A-Rated insurance companies 
provinding you the best insurance at the best price.

Auto • Business • Home • Life/Health
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The Middleburg Museum
Then, Now, and the Future
It was built as a WPA project in 1938 as a local canning factory that never had the proper 
equipment to get the canning done. It has been a place to watch movies with friends after 
a long workweek, and it has even been where the local children received vaccinations in 
the 1970’s, really not so long ago for some of us. This building has worn many hats, so to 
speak, but in 1989 the curious looking little structure began its present life as the Middle-
burg Historic Museum. 
 Members of the Middleburg Civic Association received permission from the 
county to rent the space and began filling it with artifacts donated by local citizens as well 
as the occasional out of town visitor. Over the years the members staffed the museum 
on Sundays from 2-4 pm, gave private tours as requested and even welcomed groups of 
students from Middleburg Elementary who would walk down from the school to learn some 
of their local history.
 The museum consists of a front room that was originally divided into chronologi-
cal displays of Middleburg’s past. The back half has three rooms which represent an 1850’s 
home, with a bedroom,sitting room and kitchen. Over the years the sections have become 
a little blurred as the museum has filled to capacity and beyond, which brings us to the 
present and future of what is now called, simply,The Middleburg Museum.
 At the end of the 2018 I became current president of the Museum. While many 
women and men had worked hard to make the museum what it was, it was up to a new 
group of us to carry it forward and give it a current place in today’s community. Many 
neighbors have never been inside and are astounded at the display of local artifacts when 
they visit. We are always excited to show off our collection. However, others who have 
been in over the years don’t find much change in the displays. This is the issue we are 
addressing in 2020.
 Currently, the Museum contents are being packed up, temporarily, to give us a 
clean slate for repairs and new displays. Dr. Cynthia Stone, who taught history for 40 years, 
is in the process of carefully wrapping and packing our precious treasures. We have had 
a generous donation of six months worth of space in a climate controlled storage unit to 
keep our artifacts safe as we plan new display areas, and make repairs to the walls of the 
building. The air conditioning units are truly on their last legs so they too, will be brought up 
to date in order to keep the growing collection safe and preserved for future generations.
 Of course, all of this takes hard work, dedication and let us not forget, money. 
Although PaulaCloud, current President of the Middleburg Civic Association and First Vice 
President of the Middleburg Museum has worked tirelessly to help us attain our 501c3 
status, we still rely onmembership and donations to fund the needed repairs and new air 
conditioning units. We hope toreopen the Museum in time for the Annual Historic Festival 
this November.
 Also, baring any new developments in the Covid19 crisis, we will begin having our 
monthly meetings again starting in August. They are held the first Thursday of the month at 
6:30 pm in the Middleburg Civic Association Building. The address is 2102 Palmetto Street, 
Middleburg Florida 32068. Occasionally the Civic Building is closed for use as a voting 
center; at those times the meetin gwill be held in the Museum or a different location to be 
announced.
 Many thanks to the 2020 board of the Museum, First Vice President Paula Cloud, 
Second Vice President Gerard Casale, Treasure Billy Strickland, and Secretary Mary 
Duncan. We could not keep the museum open each Sunday without our volunteers who 
generously give their time month after month.This includes Pat Mueller, who served as the 
Museum President for 29 years, Gerard Casale who alsoserves on the Museum Board, 
Bonnie Martens, Gary Monson and Mylon Pope, (who cover occasional 5th Sunday), and 
our newest volunteers, Rhoda Fountain and Karen Schenk, who I am sovery, very grateful 
to have join us.

 There are other friends of the Middleburg Museum as well, so many that help in 
one capacity another. The talented Linda Mitchell who keeps our Facebook page up and 
running and makesbeautiful posts for events. James Householder of the county that sends 
his crew to make needed repairs and keeps the grass cut. My husband, Travis Watts, who 
always manages to rustle up volunteers for the festivals. I don’t want to leave out my chil-
dren, who have figured out the most efficient way to turn onthe lights to the display cases 
and enjoy welcoming visitors, and there are so many others who keep theMiddleburg 
Museum alive and present in the community. I certainly can’t name every one and willinevi-
tably leave someone out of this list, for that, I apologize! Please know that I appreciate you 
all andam honored to be the leader of such a passionate group of folks.
 At this point you may be wondering, how can you become a part? There are 
several ways. Oncewe reopen, stop in on a Sunday from 2-4, or schedule a different time 
by contacting us atmiddleburgmuseum@gmail.com. Come see us during the Civic Associ-
ation events. We are tucked inbetween their building and the senior center and are usually 
open when they host public events. Betterstill, become a member. At this time our annual 
membership is only $15 and can be mailed to “The Middleburg Museum” PO Box 606 
Middleburg FL 32050. Just include your name, phone number, (andemail address if you 
have one) and a note saying “membership dues”. Dues and donations pay the utilities and 
help with other needs of the museum, such as the current renovations. If you would like 
tokeep up with Middleburg Museum monthly speakers and news, follow us on Facebook at 
MiddleburgMuseum, or send us an email requesting to be on the mailing list at middburg-
museum@gmail.com.Our physical address is 3912 Section Street Middleburg, Fl 32068 but 
it may be easiest to search 2102Palmetto Street which is the Civic Association Building’s 
address, and we are right behind theirbuilding. The museum looks like a very small church 
or an old fashioned school.
 However you choose to be part, whether through monetary donation, member-
ship, monthlyvolunteer, festival volunteer, or just a simple visit, we look forward to meeting 
some of you for the firsttime and some of you again.

With kind regards, 
April Watts 
President of the Middleburg Museum
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Churches in Middleburg
Black Creek Church of Christ

3216 County Road 218 Middleburg FL
Churches of Christ

Black Pond Baptist Church
3644 Old Jennings Rd Middleburg FL

Southern Baptist Convention

Calvary Baptist Church
1532 Long Bay Rd Middleburg FL

Baptist Bible Fellowship International

Cinnamon Street Baptist Church
20 Cinnamon St Middleburg FL

Baptist

Clay Hill Church Of God
5075 County Road 218 Middleburg FL

Church of God

Faith Wesleyan Church
582 Plantation Dr Middleburg FL

Wesleyan

Fellowship Bible Church Christian and MA
2827 County Road 220 Middleburg FL

Christian and Missionary Alliance

First Assembly Of God
3167 County Road 215 Middleburg FL

Assemblies of God

First Baptist Church of Brannanfield
4360 Discovery Dr Middleburg FL

Southern Baptist Convention

First Church Of God
3965 Old Jennings Rd Middleburg FL

Church of God

Fox Meadow Baptist Church
3227 Old Jennings Rd Middleburg FL

Southern Baptist Convention

Lakeside Community Church
564 Tara Farms Dr Middleburg FL

Evangelical Free Church

Living Waters Of Middleburg
2504 Begonia Dr Middleburg FL

Non-Denominational

Madeira Baptist Church
1650 Blanding Blvd Middleburg FL

Southern Baptist Convention

Middleburg Church Of Christ
3155 County Road 215 Middleburg FL

Church of Christ

Middleburg Presbyterian Church
4564 Rosemary St Middleburg FL

Presbyterian

Middleburg United Methodist Church
3925 Main St Middleburg FL

United Methodist

Morningstar Family Church
3900 Main St Middleburg FL

Non-Denominational

Oak Grove Baptist Church
3627 County Road 215 Middleburg FL

Southern Baptist Convention

Pinewood Presbyterian Church
198 Knight Boxx Rd Middleburg FL

Presbyterian

Saint Lukes Catholic Church
1606 Blanding Blvd Middleburg FL

Catholic

Saint Mark Missionary Baptist Church
2703 Forman Cir Middleburg FL

Baptist

Saint Peter Lutheran Church
1614 Blanding Blvd Middleburg FL
Lutheran Church of Missouri Synod

Calvary Haitian Baptist Church
1532 Long Bay Road Middleburg FL

Baptist

Christian Faith Center
4021 Everett Avenue Middleburg FL

Full Gospel

ConnectPoint Apostolic Church
3180 County Rd 220 Ste 1 Middleburg FL
United Pentecostal Church International

Clay County Church of the Brethren
1811 Henley Rd Middleburg FL

Brethren

Doctors Inlet Baptist Church
384 Logan Ave Orange Park FL
Southern Baptist Convention

WaterMark Church
1550 Tynes Blvd Middleburg FL

Southern Baptist Convention

Abundant Life Christian Fellowship
5040 County Road 218 Middleburg FL

Non-Denominational

Crossroads Baptist Church
1595 Baxley Rd Middleburg FL
Southern Baptist Convention

Grain Of Mustard Seed Ministry
2150 Hill Rd Middleburg FL

Non-Denominational

Living Hope Baptist Country Church
5540 Carter Spencer Rd Middleburg FL

Southern Baptist Convention

Middleburg Open Bible Church
5329 Razorback Ct Middleburg FL

Open Bible

My Redeemer Christian Fellowship
2751 Blanding Blvd Ste 108 Middleburg FL

Full Gospel

North Middleburg Baptist Church
2360 Blanding Blvd Middleburg FL

Southern Baptist Convention

Sinai International Baptist Church
1535 Blanding Blvd Apt 416 Middleburg FL

Southern Baptist Convention

The Jesus Church Of Deliverance Of 
The Apostolic Faith

2785 Forman Cir Middleburg FL
Pentecostal

Vineyard Christian Fellowship
1740 Glen Laurel Dr Middleburg FL
Fellowship of Christian Assemblies

Family Of God United Church
1530 Long Bay Rd Middleburg FL

Non-Denominational

Middleburg Church Of God
2728 Howard Rd Middleburg FL

Church of God

Shekinah Fellowship
2645 Blanding Blvd Middleburg FL

Southern Baptist Convention

South Middleburg Baptist Church
4565 Alligator Blvd., Middleburg FL

smbcfamily@att.net

Messiah Harvest
4565 Alligator Blvd., Middleburg FL

mbcfl.org@gmail.com
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Please Support Our 2020 Members:

Kristina Byrd 
1 Swanky Chic 

Membership Chairperson 
Middleburg, FL 32068 

904.671.3819

Felicia Foote  
Allstate Agent 
2620 Blanding 
Blvd. Suite 206 

Middleburg 
904.406.7838

Brian Clark 
As Quick As I 
Can Plumbing 

PO Box 249 
Keystone, 

352.473.7783

Christ Helms 
BBVA Compass 

2380 Blanding Blvd. 
Middleburg 

904.564.8160

Heather Deanne 
Color Fusion Printing 

3653 Regent Blvd 
Suite 303 

Jacksonville 
904.944.9040

Sophie Lichte 
Culver’s Middleburg 
1767 Blanding Blvd 

Middleburg, 
904.203.2071

Skylar Davis 
Dalton’s 

2620 Blanding Blvd. 
Middleburg 

904.282.1564

Linda Kersey 
Deep South Crafts 

PO Box 61 
Middleburg 

904.813.9294

Paula Cloud 
Doc Tony 

5964 Normandy 
Blvd, Jax 

800.365.8669

Renae Aiple 
Edward Jones 
46 Tuscan Way,  

Ste. 304 
St Augustine 
314.440.2736

Jeanne Scholl 
Exit Inspired  
Real Estate 

2747 Blanding Blvd 
Middleburg 

904.414.3948

Lyndel Hale 
Farmers Insurance 
2751 Blanding Blvd 

Suite 105 
Middleburg 

352.612.4154

John Lynch 
MBC Lion’s Club 

P O Box 221 
Middleburg 

904.514.1333

Mason Raley 
Messiah’s Harvest 

Church 
PO Box 65446 
Orange Park 

904.553.9630

Joann Clark 
Middleburg Academy  

of Dance 
4293 CR 218 W,  

Unit 108 
Middleburg 

904.240.9556

April Watts 
Middleburg Historic 

Museum 
3912 Section Street 

Middleburg 
904.609.3123

Jan Lappin 
Middleburg  
Martial Arts 

2360 Blanding Blvd. 
Middleburg 

904.291.1335

Brian Sanderson 
Middleburg United  
Methodist Church 
3925 Main Street 

Middleburg 
904.282.5589

Mike Taylor 
Premier Homes  

Realty 
Middleburg 

904.214.4780 

Jay-ne Gober 
Miss Priss Gifts 

4213 CR  
218 W, Suite 2 

Middleburg 
904.444.7539

Jessica Skapetis 
Wiggins Law Firm 

91 Branscomb Rd #17 
Green Cove Springs 

904.214.9010

Debbie Mosley  
Debbie’s Decorators 
2494 Blanding Blvd., 

Suite #10 
Middleburg 

904.282.3229

Pam Davis 
Farmhouse Chicken  

& Donuts 
1694 Blanding Blvd.  

Middleburg 
904.203.2828

Dr. Kristen Burke  
Fleming Island 

Family  
Chiropractic 
1835 E West 

Pkwy 
Fleming Island 
904.264.3770

Travis Watts  
Watts Outdoor 
Adventure Tree 

Service 
93 Plankton Ave.

Middleburg 
904.609.3120

Branch Manager 
Wells Fargo 

Banking 
2465 Blanding Blvd 

Middleburg 
904-278-1461

Joe Wiggins 
Wiggins Construction 

91 Branscomb  
Rd #17 

Green Cove Springs, 
904.622.6165

Lynne Weeks  
H & R Block  
Middleburg 

2640 Blanding  
Blvd Suite 101 

Middleburg 
904.282.1064

Event
Venue
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Civic Club
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2020 Best of Clay Awards
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George Bloomer 
Bloomer’s Tax Service 

4429 CR 218 West 
Middleburg 

904.282.0534

Jason Freeland 
BrandWorks 

2710 Blanding Blvd.  
Ste 302 

Middleburg 
904.406.9036

Gail Huggins 
Camp Gladiator 
3137 Haverhill Ct 

Green Cove 
Springs 

904.521.0368

Christopher Campione 
Campione Law 
3200 Emerson St 

Jax, FL 32207  
904.990.8400

Charles Cloud 
Chuck’s Custom 

Painting 
171 Foxtail Avenue 

Middleburg 
904.370.0157

David Long 
Clay County  

Transmission 
2456 Blanding Blvd 

Middleburg 
904.282.9771

JJ Harris 
Clay Florida  

Eco. Dev. 
Fleming Island 
904.375.9394

Sheri Lhotok 
Clay Today 

3513 US Hwy 17 
Fleming Island 
815.545.6398

Desiree Bryan 
Fraternal Order  

of Eagles 
1932 Long Bay 

Middleburg 
904.413.7542

George Barham 
Holy Land Cradles 

2065 Dean Rd 
Jax 

904.708.7320

Matthew Smith 
Hooks n Horns. LLC 

4159 CR 218 W 
Middleburg 

904.413.6750

Kelly Tomlinson 
Florida Homes  

Realty 
Orange Park 

904.210.3639

Kevin Landers  
Kona Ice 

150 Hercules Drive E 
Orange Park 

904.414.5662

Latour Roberts, PA 
2720 Park St.,  

Ste. 208 
Jacksonville 

904.800.8802

Nina Perkins 
Law Offices of  

Ron Sholes 
9282 Atlantic Blvd. 

Jacksonville, 
904.721.7575

John Mahan Sr 
Macs Tree Services 

5663 CR 218 
Middleburg 

904.282.9061

Bobbie Taylor 
Nicole’s On the River 

101 Blanding Blvd., 
Ste. 117 

Orange Park 
904.251.9977

Sandy Nichols 
R&S Structures 

4151 CR 218 West  
Middleburg 

904.606.2125

Rebecca Bailey 
Russell’s Feed 

Store 
4479 CR 218 W 

Middleburg 
904.291.5725

Shirley Hatcher 
Shirley Hatcher CPA 
2239 Blanding Blvd, 

Suite 2 
Middleburg

Katherine Baustert  
State Farm  
Insurance 

2219 CR 220,  
Suite 301 
Middleburg 

904.272.2112

Reganel Reeves 
The Cochran  

Law Firm 
6278 Dupont Station 

Court E. Unit 2 
Jax 

904.595.3476

Travis Register 
TLR Heating & Air 
4839 Gopher Circle 

Middleburg 
904.333.1573

Donna Daigle 
Watson Realty 

2239 Blanding Blvd 
Middleburg 

904.403.6064

John Phillips, PA 
Law Offices of  
John M Phillips 

4230 Ortega Blvd. 
 #4424 

Jax 
904-444-4444

Surgery  
Consultants 

4401 Emerson St,  
Suite 4 Jax 

941.961.2474 

Karimah L Baptiste  
United Health Care

2020 Community Members:
Gerry Casale
Mary Duncan
Pam & John Haun
Earlette Lacson 

Patti Landolt
Gerald & Ruth Langford
John Lynch
Cathy Martin
Monica Mercer 

Shirley Phillips
Bob & Karen Shinks
Nina Tyndall
Vicky Wells

Middleburg Civic Association
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With all of the great support this year, it was very hard to choose 
only one member in our business community to be our “Member of 
the Year”. With the great folks of Middleburg joining in to support 
our community, there were so many to choose from. It was a tuff 
decision, but in the end there can be only one.  
 This member has gone above and beyond to contribute 
her time and resources to events happening in Middleburg. Never 
hesitating or complaining about things, she has rallied around the 
fine folks of Middleburg to support and help our community move 
forward, grow, and prosper.  
 This year’s winner is Joann Clark, owner of Middleburg 
Academy of Dance! Congratulations, Joann!

Joann has been in 
business for several 
years helping to guide 
and serve our residents 
both young and old. 
Joann also volunteers 
her time and talents 
with the Middleburg 
Civic Association as a 
continuing supporter. 
Thanks Joann, for all you do! 
 Come out and join us at our Middleburg Networking group, 
the one voted as “BEST OF CLAY” for “BEST NETWORKING” two 
years in a row. We meet on the last Wednesday of each month. 
Bring your business cards and fliers to distribute to other members 
as we network with each other to improve our businesses and 
community. Check out our website at  
www.MiddleburgCivicAssocation.com for more information.

Middleburg BIZ  
“2020 Member of the Year

Thank you Clay County
for 2 years in a row!

We offer classes 
that INSPIRE 
and build 
CONFIDENCE!
GUARANTEED to 
make them SHINE!

904.240.9556
MiddleburgAcademyOfDance.com

Dance
Studio

F
IR

S
T   P

L A C E   W

IN
N

E
R

Dance
Studio

F
IR

S
T   P

L A C E   W
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N

E
R

LEARN MORE ABOUT COMPLIMENTARY FULL-SERVICE RELOCATION ASSISTANCE!

VISIT CHOOSECLAY.COM

 ˙ Real estate & labor  
cost savings

 ˙ NE Florida’s most  
educated employees

 ˙ Efficient pro-business 
government

 ˙ Intermodal logistical  
advantages

 ˙ Relaxed quality of life

 ˙ Top rated schools

Make Your Move
TO CLAY COUNTY

More business owners are choosing Clay County for its  
business, educational, and lifestyle advantages:

 ˙ Fastest growing county      
in Florida  
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JULY 2020 
4 Independence Day
6        National Fried Chicken Day 
17      National Hot Dog Day 
29      MIDDLEBURG CIVIC ASSOCTION                 
          Meets Last Wednesday of each month  
          from 12:30 PM-1:30 PM. Come      
          and NETWORK with the “BEST OF CLAY  
          NETWORKING GROUP” two years in   
          a row!  Check our website at  
          www.MiddleburgCivicAssociation.com 
30     National Cheese Cake Day 
 
AUGUST 2020 
1        Historic Belle Pageant Applications open for  
           Junior High & Up HistoricBelle@gmail.com 
2        Sisters Day 
3       National Watermelon Day 
4       Teachers return to School-Clay County 
7       National Purple Heart Day 
11     Students return to School-Clay County 
21     Senior Citizen’s Day 
26     MIDDLEBURG CIVIC ASSOCTION                 
          Meets Last Wednesday of each month  
          from 12:30 PM-1:30 PM. Come      
          and NETWORK with the “BEST OF CLAY  
          NETWORKING GROUP” two years in   
          a row!  Check our website at  
          www.MiddleburgCivicAssociation.com 
28    Bow Tie Day 
 
SEPTEMBER 2020 
 3       Middleburg Museum meets 
          6:30 PM at Middleburg Civic Center 
         Located at 2102 Palmetto Street 
7       Labor Day 
11     Patriots Day 
13     Grandparents Day 
17     Citizenship Day 
22     September Equinox-First Day of Fall 
26    Annual Anniversary Party  
         Middleburg Martial Arts-2361  
         Blanding Blvd.  
         Open to the Public. Food, Vendors & Fun! 
29     National Coffee Day 
30     MIDDLEBURG CIVIC ASSOCTION                 
          Meets Last Wednesday of each month  
          from 12:30 PM-1:30 PM. Come      
          and NETWORK with the “BEST OF CLAY  
          NETWORKING GROUP” two years in   
          a row!  Check our website at  
          www.MiddleburgCivicAssociation.com 
 
OCTOBER 2020 
 1       Middleburg Museum meets 
         6:30 PM at Middleburg Civic Center 
         Located at 2102 Palmetto Street 
5       Child Health Day 
10     Miss Historic Belle Pageant 2PM at            
         Middleburg Elementary Auditorium Open  
          to the Public contact:  
          HistoricBelle@gmail.com 
11     Columbus Day Observed 
12     Columbus Day 
14     National Desert Day 
16     Boss’s Day  
17     Sweetest Day 
26     Make a Difference Day 
28     National Chocolate Day

28     MIDDLEBURG CIVIC ASSOCTION                 
          Meets Last Wednesday of each month  
          from 12:30 PM-1:30 PM. Come      
          and NETWORK with the “BEST OF CLAY  
          NETWORKING GROUP” two years in   
          a row!  Check our website at  
          www.MiddleburgCivicAssociation.com 
31    Halloween

NOVEMBER 2020 
 
1       Daylight Saving Time ends 
3       ELECTION DAY – GET OUT AND VOTE! 
5       Middleburg Museum meets 6:30 PM at  
         Middleburg Historic Museum  
         Located at 3912 Section Street  
         (behind the Civic Center on Palmetto) 
11     Veteran’s Day 
14     Historic Fall Festival   10AM-3PM 
          Middleburg Civic Center 
          2102 Palmetto St, Middleburg 
         Contact: MiddleburgCA@gmail.com 
16     National Fast Food Day  
18     MIDDLEBURG CIVIC ASSOCIATION                
         Meets Last Wednesday of each   
         month  at Cedar River Seafood                               
         2475 Blanding Blvd. at 12:30 PM                   
         COME NETWORK WITH US!  
23-27     Clay County School Thanksgiving Break 
                NO School Students/teacher 
26     Thanksgiving Day 
27     Black Friday 
28     SHOP SMALL DAY EVENT – Shop Local 
30     Cyber Monday

 
DECEMBER 2020 
3       Middleburg Museum meets 
         6:30 PM at Middleburg Civic Center 
         Located at 2102 Palmetto Street 
5       Middleburg Winter Fest Downtown  
         Middleburg Civic Association 
         Contact: MiddleburgCA@gmail.com 
5       Operation Santa Cause for Military Kids  
         www.OperationSantaCauseInc.com 
7       Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day 
16     MIDDLEBURG CIVIC ASSOCTION                 
          Meets Last Wednesday of each month  
          from 12:30 PM-1:30 PM. Come      
          and NETWORK with the “BEST OF CLAY  
          NETWORKING GROUP” two years in   
          a row!  Check our website at  
          www.MiddleburgCivicAssociation.com 
16    6:30 pm Annual Board Voting for Association 
        2102 Palmetto St. @ Middleburg Civic Center 
21-1     Clay County School Christmas Break  
             Dec 21-Jan 1  
21     Winter Solstice (Shortest day of the year) 
25     Christmas Day 
31     New Year’s Eve – BE SAFE

 
JANUARY 2021 
1        New Year’s Day – Happy New Year! 
          Don’t forget to renew year Middleburg Civic  
          Association Membership.  
          Not a member? Join now!  
4       National Spaghetti Day 
7       Middleburg Museum meets 
          6:30 PM at Middleburg Civic Center 
         Located at 2102 Palmetto Street 

18    Martin Luther King Day 
19    Popcorn Day 
20    Soup Swap Day 
23    National Pie Day 
24    Belly Laugh Day 
28     MIDDLEBURG CIVIC ASSOCTION                 
          Meets Last Wednesday of each month  
          from 12:30 PM-1:30 PM. Come      
          and NETWORK with the “BEST OF CLAY  
          NETWORKING GROUP” two years in   
          a row!  Check our website at  
          www.MiddleburgCivicAssociation.com

FEBRUARY 2021 
1        Eat Ice Cream for Breakfast Day 
2       Groundhog Day 
2       Super Bowl Day 
4       Middleburg Museum meets 
          6:30 PM at Middleburg Civic Center 
         Located at 2102 Palmetto Street 
7      National Wear Red Day 
7      Send a Card to a Friend Day 
9      National Pizza Day 
11    Make A Friend Day 
12    Lincoln’s Birthday                           
14     Valentine’s Day 
15     President’s Day 
16     Do A Grouch A Favor Day 
24     MIDDLEBURG CIVIC ASSOCTION                 
          Meets Last Wednesday of each month  
          from 12:30 PM-1:30 PM. Come      
          and NETWORK with the “BEST OF CLAY  
          NETWORKING GROUP” two years in   
          a row!  Check our website at  
          www.MiddleburgCivicAssociation.com 
27     No Brainer Day

 
MARCH 2021 
5        Middleburg Museum meets 
          6:30 PM at Middleburg Civic Center 
          Located at 2102 Palmetto Street 
5        National Pancake Day 
14      Daylight Saving Time starts 
17      Annual Spring Festival    
          11AM-4PM Middleburg Civic Center 
          2102 Palmetto St, Middleburg 
          Contact: MiddleburgCA@gmail.com 
 
17      St Patrick’s Day 
15-19     Clay County School Spring Break 
19     Lets Laugh Day 
30     MIDDLEBURG CIVIC ASSOCTION                 
          Meets Last Wednesday of each month  
          from 12:30 PM-1:30 PM. Come      
          and NETWORK with the “BEST OF CLAY  
          NETWORKING GROUP” two years in   
          a row!  Check our website at  
          www.MiddleburgCivicAssociation.com 
25    Take A Walk In The Park Day

 
APRIL 2021 
1       Middleburg Museum meets 
          6:30 PM at Middleburg Civic Center 
          Located at 2102 Palmetto Street 
1       Clay County Fair Begins (1st-10th) 
2       Good Friday 
4       Easter  
5       Clay County Fair Day 
         Students/Teachers Holiday 
10     Clay County Fair Ends 

12    Grilled Cheese Day 
15    Take A Walk In The Park Day 
16    Wear PJ’s To Work Day 
21    Spring Begins 
22    Earth Day 
26    Poem in Your Pocket Day 
28    MIDDLEBURG CIVIC ASSOCTION                 
          Meets Last Wednesday of each month  
          from 12:30 PM-1:30 PM. Come      
          and NETWORK with the “BEST OF CLAY  
          NETWORKING GROUP” two years in   
          a row!  Check our website at  
          www.MiddleburgCivicAssociation.com

MAY 2021 
 
4       Star Wars Day 
5       Cinco de Mayo 
6       Middleburg Museum meets 
          6:30 PM at Middleburg Civic Center 
          Located at 2102 Palmetto Street 
9       Mother’s Day 
15     Armed Forces Day 
21     Clay County Graduation Day 
26     MIDDLEBURG CIVIC ASSOCTION                 
          Meets Last Wednesday of each month  
          from 12:30 PM-1:30 PM. Come      
          and NETWORK with the “BEST OF CLAY  
          NETWORKING GROUP” two years in   
          a row!  Check our website at  
          www.MiddleburgCivicAssociation.com 
28     National Hamburger Day 
31     Memorial Day

JUNE 2021 
 
1       Say Something Nice Day 
3       Middleburg Museum meets 
          6:30 PM at Middleburg Civic Center 
          Located at 2102 Palmetto Street 
5       National Doughnut Day 
6       Drive-In Movie Day 
8       Best Friends Day 
12     Red Nose Day 
14     Flag Day 
19     Take Your Dog to Work Day 
20     Father’s Day 
21     National Flip Flop Day 
27     Annual Summer Festival   11AM-4PM                             
         Middleburg Civic Center                                    
         2102 Palmetto Street, Middleburg          
         contact: MiddleburgCA@gmail.com 
30    MIDDLEBURG CIVIC ASSOCTION                 
          Meets Last Wednesday of each month  
          from 12:30 PM-1:30 PM. Come      
          and NETWORK with the “BEST OF CLAY  
          NETWORKING GROUP” two years in   
          a row!  Check our website at  
          www.MiddleburgCivicAssociation.com

JULY 2021 
4 Independence Day
6        National Fried Chicken Day 
17      National Hot Dog Day 
28      MIDDLEBURG CIVIC ASSOCTION                 
          Meets Last Wednesday of each month  
          from 12:30 PM-1:30 PM. Come      
          and NETWORK with the “BEST OF CLAY  
          NETWORKING GROUP” two years in   
          a row!  Check our website at  
          www.MiddleburgCivicAssociation.com 

C A L E N D E R
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Want to get away from the hustle and bustle of everyday life? With 
all the stress and fear going on right now with the Covid 19, it’s good to get 
away from it all and center yourself. To me horseback riding in the forest is 
like meditation in motion.  Sometimes we get so caught up in the everyday 
problems and concerns that we forget the simple pleasures of life that take 
us back to basics. I enjoy seeing the new flowers bloom or watching the 
foliage change with the seasons.  I sometimes feel like a pioneer trying to 
figure out what animal left the track I am looking at.  I enjoy seeing all the 
wild animals that make their habitat in the forest. 
 I feel so fortunate to have Jennings forest right in my 
back yard. For those of you not aware of  Jennings, 
you really should go take a hike out there. It’s 
here in Middleburg and you can get to it by 
various locations. I go down Live Oak and 
enter at the front of the Forest. There is 
a small fee to pay but it is so worth it. 
One can also buy a yearly park pass, 
which gives you access to the Forest 
all year round. The forest is used 
for many things from hiking, 
camping, horseback riding, and 
hunting. 
 I ride the forest about 
3 times a week and there is 
always something new to 
discover. One ride we saw a 
newborn deer. Other rides 
we have seen coyotes, owls, 
turtles, hawks, turkeys, 
snakes and all kinds of 
birds. There is actually a bird 
watching station close to the 
entrance off Live Oak Lane, 
which allows you to see the 
different species without being 
seen. 
I practice Martial Arts and we 
have a saying in Korean called 
Pyung Ahn, which means calm and 
peace. This is what I experience when 
I go into the forest. I forget the business 
and all the issues of daily life and take a 
few hours to enjoy nature’s bounty. The birds 
singing their melodies, the squirrels scurrying 
all around, the turtles slowly moving through the 
forest, and the deer who jump and run away when we 
get too close.

Here is a description of the Forest from my riding buddy, Ms. Kathleen 
Rowan:

“When I first moved here Jennings was a novelty, an easy escape from 
daily stress. I started riding with a “seasoned rider” named Katie. She 
usually only rode in Jennings Forest. I used to ask to ride elsewhere. She 
was a very busy person and stated that Jennings was as beautiful to her 
as anywhere else. When I looked, all that I saw were pine trees, scrub, 

 
sand, and scrub oaks. It was nice but not as beautiful as I remember 
other places. 
 Fast forward a few years and now I know what she meant. Jennings 
State Forest is as beautiful as other places. I now realize how wise Katie 
truly was. As each new season comes, the trails change. When fall 
comes the forest shows us things you could not see through the dense 
leaves. You can see further distances, into the streams, abandon nests, 

behind bushes and trees. In the fall you also see orange 
mushrooms, pitcher plants, and yellow flowers 

blooming. As spring comes you see the wild 
azaleas blooming, honeysuckle, purple 

flowers, blackberry bushes blooming, 
and the density of leaves return. 

You also see different types 
of wildlife that appear and 

disappear like magic, zebra 
butterflies, moths, birds, 

deer, raccoon, tortoise, 
and of course bugs. 

When the storms 
blow through and 
the trees are down 
it makes us take 
a different route 
because our trail 
is blocked. The 
streams, which 
were running low 
are then moving 
and making 
sounds, which 
put our horses on 
high alert, as we 
pass by. Again, we 

notice something 
new that we did 

not see before while 
traversing our new 

trail. 
 Going to Jennings 

State Forest is like 
watching your favorite 

old movie. It is relaxing and 
enjoyable, but with each new 

visit there is something new you 
never noticed before. “   

             - Kathleen Rowan

I love riding in the forest and encourage anyone reading this to 
go visit. You can go for a short stroll and/or even drive through some areas. 
It will give you a brief sanctuary from your busy life and help you become 
more centered. In martial arts we have a goal which is to become “one with 
nature.” Certainly the forest helps me make progress with this goal and I 
know it will assist others as well.

Jan Lappin 
Middleburg Martial Arts

The Serenity of 
Jennings Forest
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Knight’s Elevate Graphics turns 
ordinary to extraordinary

By Bruce Hope 
Bruce@opcfla.com

MIDDLEBURG – Charles Knight of Elevate Graphics has been around the auto industry for most of 
his life. 
  His father opened a car dealership (All-Star Motors) in 1999. Knight and his siblings were 
home-schooled, so they spent a bulk of their time around the dealership. 
  “We were there pretty much every day, and grew up around that,” said Knight. “We grew 
up around the business and that kind of culture, so from a young age, I think I knew that I wanted 
to be in business for myself. I just wasn’t quite sure what that was going to be at that time.” 
  Knight said that the time spent around adults and in that atmosphere molded him. 
Around the age of 21, he began to sell cars with his father. 
  “I did that for a couple years, and I realized that that wasn’t really for me,” he said. “I 
was pretty good at that, but I wasn’t big on selling.” Growing up, Knight’s thought process had 
been that he would eventually take over the dealership from his father. However, on getting more 
involved in the day-to-day operation, he felt as if that was not the right path for him. He still, 
however, had the desire to be an entrepreneur. 
  Part of working with his father on the car lot was installing graphics on some of the 
vehicles. 
 “That was something I had done from a young age,” said Knight. “After I kind of sat back and 
did some research into different things, I thought it would be a fun venture to purchase a plotter 
and look into doing that, not really knowing what it could turn into and what it would become.” 
 Knight purchased a plotter for $3,500 (vinyl cutting machine connected to a computer with the 

software program on it). 
 He spent the first four months of his 
business making no money while he designed 
the graphics for about 12-14 different makes and 
models of vehicles. He didn’t know if this would be 
a successful venture, but he took the leap of faith. 
 Knight was also lucky that his father had 
the car lot, where he was able to test his designs 
on vehicles. 
 The business – Elevate Graphics – has 
been open for about two years now, but he has 
been selling online for about 16 months total. 
His business is currently sold through eBay and 
Etsy, and the sales are consistently increasing. He 
also expects to launch on Amazon in the next six 
months. 
 “We’re expecting a big boom once that 
goes live,” Knight said. 
 “I’m very thankful for the growth that we’ve 
seen,” he said. Knight and his wife want to begin 
a family in the next couple of years and want to 
home-school their children. He wants to make a 
successful enough living to facilitate that kind of 
lifestyle. “I’m not trying to get rich, just to provide 
for my family and

provide a good product for the community and 
just do the best that we can and control our future. 
Whatever God has for our business is what He has, 
and we are happy with that.”
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Middleburg BIZ 
“2020

Volunteer of the Year”
Each year, the Middleburg Civic Association selects one 
person from the Greater Middleburg community to be rec-
ognized as “Volunteer of the Year”. However, this year our 
winner is the Watts Family of Middleburg. Congratulations, 
Family!

April Watts, and her family volunteer as community mem-
bers for the Middleburg Civic Association where they have 
been working very hard helping to guide many of our young 
people just starting out in the world. April volunteers many 
hours every year of her own as well as that of her energet-
ic family. April and her husband Travis along with their four 
children, Honey, Strawberry, Creek and Holliday all give their 
time to help make our community a great place to live, play, 
and work. For several years, they have been giving selflessly 
and enlisting the help of many others to join along the way.  
Along with helping with their family business, Watts Outdoor 
Adventures Tree Service, their family proudly volunteers time 
and talents with the Middleburg Civic Association as an out-
standing member. April is active in many community events 
including being the current President of the Middleburg His-
toric Museum.

April is an unsung hero in our community as she gives 110% 
in everything she does. She is one of the amazing corner-
stones of the community. April thanks for all that you do! 
We could not do it without you and your family with your big 
hearts! The Middleburg Civic Association is blessed to have 
you and your family.

Come out and join us at our Middleburg Networking group, 
the one voted as “BEST OF CLAY” for “BEST NETWORK-
ING” two years in a row. We meet on the last Wednesday 
of each month. Bring your business cards and fliers to dis-
tribute to other members as we network with each other 
to improve our businesses and community. Check out our 
website at www.MiddleburgCivicAssocation.com for more 
information.

Pictured (L-R) The Watts Family: front, Honey, Fiona (Dog),  
Strawberry, back row, Creek, April, Travis and Holliday.
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M2018

Another 
Bloomin’ 
Nursery 
of Florida, Inc.

We’re Your 
Landscaping Headquarters &

U-Haul Headquarters

 www.WigginsLaw.net  •  facebook.com/Wiggins Law Firm, PA www.WigginsLaw.net  •  facebook.com/Wiggins Law Firm, PA

FREE CONSULTATIONFREE CONSULTATION

Experienced Attorneys At LawExperienced Attorneys At Law

Personal Injury  •  DUI  •  Landlord/Tenant
Juvenile  •  Divorce  •  Paternity/Child Support

Criminal Defense

Joe Wiggins      Jessica Montenegro Skapetis
(904) 214-9010

91 Branscomb Road, Suite 17 • Green Cove Springs
Hablamos Español

Serving Middleburg, Orange Park, Green Cove Springs, 
Keystone Heights, Jacksonville and St. Augustine

iggins
Law Firm, P.A.W

Open 7 Days A Week
(904) 284-5000 • 3075 Russell Road • Green Cove Springs

Large Parking Area and Conveniently Located 
at the Intersection of Russell Road and Sandridge Road

Come watch us grow
BETTER PLANTS, BETTER PRICESBETTER PLANTS, BETTER PRICES

91 Branscomb Road, Suite 17 
Green Cove Springs, Florida 32043

Wiggins Construction Company
of North Florida, Inc.

(904) 214-7999

Ask about our down payment assistance programs.
Townhomes and Single Family Homes Starting in the Mid 100’s

Fleming Island • Middleburg • Green Cove Springs • Orange Park
Residential and Commercial Construction!

Visit our website at www.WigginsConstruction.net
Facebook.com/Wiggins Construction Company of North Florida, 
Inc. Find us on Angie’s List

BEST OF CLAY BEST OF CLAY
claytodayonline.com

2020

CGC 1524725
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The MISS HISTORIC BELLE 
PAGEANT is open to all young ladies 
in Clay County. The requirements are 
simple. Contestant must be entering 
junior high, senior high, or be18 years of 
age and up. No talent is required.

The MISS HISTORIC BELL PAGEANT 
is not a “beauty pageant” although 
every young lady has beauty within 
her that shows itself in many ways 
such as manners, actions, deeds, and 
compassion. It was, however, created 
under the hopes of becoming one of the 
most well-rounded pageantry initiatives 
designed for young adult women 
with a desire and passion to make a 
difference. Since the founding of the 
organization, the pageant has become 
a stapled-initiative for esteem building, 
confidence building, education, 
community history, social awareness, 
and community service. 

The pageant embraces the spirit of 
Middleburg and the surrounding areas 
and challenges each of the participants 
to explore their own unique identity. 
Contestants may participate in a 
variety of resourceful programs such 
as: philanthropic efforts used to benefit 
the healthcare and emotional needs of 
children, pageantry awareness sessions 
exploiting etiquette, social issues, 
interviewing techniques, and artistic 
development as well as a modeling 
exposition geared towards fashion 
consciousness and self-esteem. 
Additionally, contestants become 
eligible for awards and or cash prizes 
for the advancement of their studies, 
platform initiatives or just for shopping. 

We are determined to accent the 
positives and eliminate the negatives 
and vow that the only complaint one 
could have after completing the Historic 
Belle Pageant would be, “I did not 
win.” Contestants could feel that if this 
was the only complaint one had after 
a Historic Belle event, then she had 
conducted a great event as she had 
neither control nor input into who won. 

What is the 
2020 MISS 
HISTORIC 
BELLE 
PAGEANT?

PRIZES  

GIFTS  

AWARDS 

CASH PRIZES  

Sign up  

today! 

FUN  

FRIENDS 

TROPHIES  

CROWN 

AWARDS 

PHOTO SHOOT 

All young ladies in Junior High, High School & Up. NO ENTRY FEE! NO TALENT 
CONTEST! Lots of Prizes and Gifts from local businesses.  

 

To apply: Please email Your name, grade, school and contact number to                            
HistoricBelle@gmail.com for application today.                    

Want to be a sponsor? Contact us today. 

Please direct all questions to:  

Historic Belle Pageant at PO Box 68, Middleburg, FL 32050 or email to HistoricBelle@gmail.com  

 

MMIISSSS  HHIISSTTOORRIICC  BBEELLLLEE  

PPAAGGEEAANNTT  
SSaattuurrddaayy,,  OOCCTT  1100tthh,,  22002200  aatt  22::0000  PPMM   

Registration opens August 1st.  
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That decision rests with the judges.
Our mission was and still is inclusive 

of providing wholesome competition 
that not only the contestants but their 
entire family can enjoy. We create an 
environment where our contestants can 
grow, mature, develop, and exhibit their 
talents, personalities, interpersonal 
skills, and sportsmanship. We will 
provide many opportunities and rewards 
which will further enhance their lives 
and provide direction as they pursue 
their ambitions. We are extremely proud 
of not only who our contestants are but 
the outstanding folks they have become!

We celebrate our heritage, culture, 
and community by providing wholesome 
and educational experiences for the 
whole family. We join in as a cooperative 
effort to dynamically display the 
resources and accomplishments of 
the citizens of the community and 
surrounding areas.

We are truly vested in the overall 
development of our young ladies to 
become their best selves in all facets 
of their endeavors. We consider it an 
honor and privilege to be able to assist 
worthy young ladies with a focused self-
development pageantry experience. 
We sincerely welcome all of you to join 
our fold and we are ecstatic about the 
opportunity to work with you along the 
journey!

Each contestant will receive dance 
lessons, makeup tips, a photo session, 
etiquette information and health and 
nutrition information, a self-defense and 
bullying class as well as other enhancing 
experiences. Sign up today and become 
part of something great, fun, and 
happy. Contact us at HistoricBelle@
gmail,com or Historic Belle, P.O. Box 68, 
Middleburg, Florida 32050.

HISTORIC BELLES 

HistoricBelle@gmail.com 
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Camp Gladiator is a four-week outdoor group fitness 
program for all fitness levels. Every workout is different, 
incorporating full-body exercises led by Certified Personal 
Trainers. In addition to our well-known and loved outdoor 
options, we have launched new VIRTUAL times as well. 
Now you can join from anywhere across the nation AND 
have in person live workout options with any trainer.

www.campgladiator.com
gailhuggins@campgladiator.com | (904)521-0368

Hours:
M-F 7am-9pm

Sat  8a-9p
Sun 8a-9p

1782 Blanding Blvd. Suite 11 Middleburg 32068 • Café: 904-282-8777

Skip the line,
order-on-line!

+ 
Dining
Room

COVERAGE  
FOR EVERY PART  
OF THE HOME

Restrictions apply. Discounts may vary. Not available in all states. See your agent for details. Insurance is underwritten by Farmers Insurance Exchange and other affiliated insurance companies. 
Visit farmers.com for a complete listing of companies. Not all insurers are authorized to provide insurance in all states. Coverage is not available in all states.
Life Insurance issued by Farmers New World Life Insurance Company, 3120 139th Ave. SE, Ste. 300, Bellevue, WA 98005.

Call 352.612.4154 today! 
Smart choices last a lifetime.
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 ■ Homeowners insurance
 ■ Life insurance

Lyndel Hale Agency

Your Local Agent

2751 BLANDING BLVD STE 105
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Pat Mueller: The Museum Lady

Life is full of surprises. You think you know what’s coming or at 
least have a decent idea and the reality is something else entirely. 
Middleburg was that kind of surprise for me. I moved here in 2006 
and soon realized that my preconceived notions from growing up in 
nearby Jacksonville were pretty far from the reality of actually living 
here. What I found was a warm and sweet place full of deep roots 
and cherished history. Many people don’t realize the interesting past 
Middleburg holds close to its heart and just how long it’s been around. 
One 1970’s transplant to this town found out these things and joined 
forces with others to help put Middleburg on the map, in ways it hadn’t 
been before.  
 When local folks think Middleburg Museum, many of the current 
generation think Pat Mueller. In fact, she identifies as, “The Museum 

Lady”. It’s true, Pat has been the heart and soul of the Middleburg 
Museum for the last few decades, but this astonishing lady has 
done much more for Middleburg than simply keeping the Middleburg 
Museum going, since her role as one of the original founders thirty 
one years ago. 

 Here is a list of other things Pat Mueller did for Middleburg as 
well as neighboring areas in Clay County: 

She wrote the grant which secured the land on which the Middleburg-
Clay Hill Library is built, in fact she went to Tallahassee more than once to 
beg and plead for this town to have a library. Our beloved library on 218; 
yep, please thank Pat for that should you get a chance.

Patricia Mueller was a Charter member of the committee to create the 
Middleburg Historical Museum, served as President for 29 years and 
continues to volunteer and advocate for the museum. 

She was an active Member of the Preservation Board in all its entities for 
30 years.

She wrote the Tree Ordinance for the county.

She was instrumental in establishing the county’s first Historic District in 
Middleburg.

She was a big part of starting the “Ham Jam” Festival, which became the 
Middleburg History Day Festival, an on-going annual event.

        Finally, Pat Mueller participated in and promoted festivals throughout    
 the county every year: RR Festival and Memorial Day in Spring Park    
 in Green Cove Springs; Carrie Clark Day and Magnolia Cemetery  
 Halloween and Veterans Day celebrations in Orange Park; Yesterdays  
 Festival at Gold Head State Park; Hilltop History Festival; Melrose  
 History festival; Keystone Heights Festival. 
 
Quite obviously, Clay County’s intellectual and cultural institutions have 
been immeasurably enhanced by the participation of Patricia Mueller in 
her ongoing work to educate county citizens in the history, remember 
the people of the past, and to preserve and celebrate that history. 
 This lovely woman, who made Middleburg her true home, 
is owed a round of applause and many thanks for finding a place 

with a rich history, and doing so much to not allow that history to go 
undocumented.  
 I thank you Pat. I thank you for educating me and inspiring me to 
keep the Middleburg Museum going forward into the future, and letting 
the new generation know that, “Yes, Middleburg does have a Museum”.  
I also thank you for the library, and I know countless others thank you as 
well. 

Thank you for all you have done for Middleburg.

April Watts 
Current President of the Middleburg Museum 
middleburgmuseum@gmail.com
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Middleburg-Clay Hill Library  
The Middleburg-Clay Hill Library is situated in the 
heart of Middleburg, near CR 218 and Blanding 
Blvd. Despite being small, this branch offers the 
same services, conveniences and opportunities as 
all Clay County library branches. The Middleburg 
Library has a yearly circulation of over 40,000 
checked out items and over 14,000 adult, 1,500 
youth, and 600 teen library card holders.  
 Your Middleburg library card provides 
access to 12 age-designated public computers, 
a collection of over 500 DVD titles available for 
weekly checkout, a new books section with titles 
from on the New York Times Best Seller list, a 
popular large-print collection of more than 200 
books, and 10 Book Club in a Bag selections 
to help you start your own book club. The 
Middleburg-Clay Hill library also has an active 
Friends of the Library group that sponsors many of 
their programs and book sales throughout the year. 
 In February 2020, The Middleburg- Clay 
Hill welcomed a new branch manager, Tiffani 
Pearson. Ms. Pearson brings with her over 15 
years of experience working in libraries, several 
years of which she spent working at Clay County 
libraries. 

New at the Clay County Library System

 Beginning June 8, 2020, the Clay County 
Library System will be kicking off their 7-week 
virtual summer reading program, featuring family 
story times, story times for infants and toddlers, 
school-age/teen challenges, STEM Saturdays, and 
crafting videos where you can pick up supplies at 
the library and make the craft at home. The libraries 
will also be hosting various video performances 
from fun and entertaining favorites such as Wild 
Wonders Animal Show, Lew-E Comedy Circus, 
and the Mark Alan Magic show, just to name a few.  
All virtual programming will be brought to you live 
through Facebook at @ClayCtyLibrary. Be sure to 
visit https://www.claycountygov.com/departments/
library and click on “Imagine Your Story” for more 
information. The library system is continuously 
adding to the summer reading program schedule, 
so be sure to check back for the latest virtual 
programming. 

Reopening Clay County Libraries

All Clay County libraries are providing limited 
access as we work through the Governor’s 
Reopening Florida Plan. All branches will be 
open to the public in a limited capacity Monday 

through Friday from 1-6 p.m.  Email libraryinfo@
claycountygov.com  for more information or 

call the branch directly, 

The current in-person library 
services include:

• Indoor browsing with 
capacity limited to less 
than 50% of building 
occupancy. 

• Check out limits are 15 
items per card, 50 per 
family  

• Access to public 
computers is allowed in 
one-hour sessions

• Self-service printing and 
copying services 

• Patrons can use the free 
Wi-Fi from the parking lot

• Physical distancing guidelines will be 
followed at all library branches  

• No on-site gatherings are permitted  

• Study and meeting rooms remain 
unavailable to the public

Online services include:

Visit the library’s website at https://www.
claycountygov.com/departments/library to 
browse and reserve titles of books and DVD’s 
for pick-up at the library. Here you will discover 
links to eResources such as Ancestry.com, 
ABC Mouse, Reference USA, Lynda.com, 
ScienceFlix, ReadSquared and much more. 
ReadSquared is the new Clay County library 
software program that promotes year-round 
reading for all ages through the 1,000 Books 
Before Kindergarten and iREAD initiatives. 
Register online at http://claycountylibrary.
readsquared.com/ for access to suggested 
reading lists, book reviews, an events calendar 
and to complete activity missions to earn 
accomplishment badges. RB Digital offers 
a large selection of eBooks for your devices 
including best sellers, magazines and comic 
books. Learn more here:  https://claycofl.
rbdigital.com/.  

Whether in person or online, your Clay County 
libraries have a world of entertaining and 
educational resources, materials and programs 
to spark the interest and imagination of all 
ages. Check us out today!

###

Clay County, FL is located southwest of 
Jacksonville and nestled along the beautiful 
St. Johns River. More than 216,000 residents 
enjoy a quality of life here that meets their 
desired pace and unique interests. Clay 
County has a business community that is 
4,400 strong. Industries leading in information 
technology, manufacturing, healthcare and life 
sciences, aviation and defense, and logistics 
and distribution are here to serve you. Clay 
County welcomes you to enjoy the exquisite 
natural beauty, unique history and the small 
town feel only found here.  
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4-H Club Clay County 
 Contact: 904-269-6355

Alcoholics Anonymous Middleburg
 904-399-8535

American Heritage Girls 
 Troop# FL1335
 The Cross at Doctors Inlet    
 582 Plantation Dr, Middleburg

 Troop # FL 3110    
 Pinewood Presbyterian Church   
 198 Knight Boxx Rd, Middleburg

 Troop # 0138     
 St Luke Catholic Church    
 1606 Blanding Blvd, Middleburg

American Legion Post #250
 3939 CR 218, Middleburg 904-282-3766   
 Meet 3rd Thursday of each Month 

Azalea Ridge Homeowners Association
 Contact 263-5129
 Meets quarterly at Library

Black Creek Park North  
Neighborhood Association 
 Contact: Howard Davidson, Jr 904-282-5230
 Meets quarterly at Library  

Boy Scouts of America-Clay County
 nfcscouting.org

Clay County Sheriff’s Office Explorer Post 989
 Contact: 904-838-8547

Fraternal Order of Eagles Aeries 4365
1932 Long Bay, Middleburg : FOE4365@att.net   
Contact: Desiree Bryan 904.413.7542

Friends of the Library
  Meet 2nd Tuesday of January, May & 

September 2245 Aster St., Middleburg, FL 
32068 Email: MCHFriendsOfTheLibrary@
gmail.com Or call 904-541-5855

Girl Scouts of America-Clay County
 Contact: 904-388-4653

Magnolia Heights HOA 
 Contact: Bruce David 904-677-2930

Middleburg Black Creek Lions Club
  Meets 2nd Tuesday each month @ Noon 

at Cedar River Seafood Restaurant                
Contact John Lynch: 904-514-1333 
Ed Dickson: 904-254-7891 or                             
Ron Bell: 904-553-9947

Middleburg Civic Association  
“Middleburg BIZ”
 PO Box 47, Middleburg, FL 32050
 2102 Palmetto St., Middleburg, FL 32068
 Website: www.MiddleburgBIZ.com 
 www.MiddleburgCivicAssociation.com
  Meets Last Wednesday of each 

month at Laredo Mexican Restaurant                             
2620 Blanding Blvd. at 12:30 PM                  
COME NETWORK WITH US! 

Middleburg Garden Club
  Meet First Thursday of Sept to June  

9:30 AM to 11:00 AM at Watson Realty 
Blanding Blvd back room 

Middleburg Historic Museum
  2102 Palmetto St., Middleburg, FL 32068  

Located behind Middleburg Civic Center 
Open: Sundays 2 PM to 4 PM

  Contact: Pat Mueller 904-282-5924 
Meets 1st Thursday PM each month at Library

Moose Lodge # 
 1932 Long Bay Rd, Middleburg 

Moose Lodge #
 2108 Palmetto St, Middleburg 

Ravines Resort Condo Association
  Contact: 904-278-2338                                   

Meets 2nd Monday PM at Library
  Contact: 904-298-2321                                    

Meets 3rd Thursday PM at Library

Ridgewood Trails CDD
  Contact: 904-940-5850                                    

Meets occasionally at Library

Special Olympics of Clay County
  Contact: Lisa Cayton 904-472-9094   

Email: b4useeit@aol.com

VFW Post #8255 Middleburg
  2296 Aster Ave., Middleburg   

Contact: 904-282-0475

Vietnam Veterans 
 Contact: Gary Newman 904-269-1857 

Weigel Senior Center
  3916 Section St, Middleburg   

Contact: 904-291-3520

Food Bank:
  United Methodist Church 
 Agape @ First Baptist of Middleburg
 Evangel Temple Southwest 

Food Bridge:  Thursdays 9:30AM-11:00AM
 Bread Basket: Saturdays  
     9:00AM-11:00AM Open to anyone

Organizations Meeting in Middleburg:
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Thank you Clay County  
for making us number 1 again

ORDER ONLINE AT DALTONSSPORTSGRILL.COM
or download our App in your App Store on your phone

CALL TODAY (904) 282-1564 OR (904) 631-4757
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Importance of the Arts

By Joann Clark

Many people wonder why the arts are important. In fact, if you asked a 
stranger on the street, they probably would not think that art was an essential 
thing in life. It is sad to note that one of the first things to be canceled when 
people start looking at their budgets is their extracurricular activities like the 
arts. The public-school system seems to have the same mentality because 
along with sports, art is one of the first things canceled when there are budget 
cuts. But why is this important? Do we really need art in everyday life? How 
does art affect society in general? 
 Studies have found that the arts are important to many areas of a 
child’s growth and development. Fine and gross motor skills are a good 
example of this. By using their hands when creating, children can improve 
these skills. Other milestones that the arts help with are the development of 
skills in language, social interaction, decision making and inventiveness. These 
are all skills that are important in life. Art has been found to help those with 
chronic disabilities. Painting, drawing, and writing are helpful for those with 
disorders like depression and mental illness. Dance, for example, has been 
studied as an effective way to help with those that have Parkinson’s disease. 
 But what about the effect of art on those that make it their life’s work? 
Are there any benefits in becoming an artist? My good friend and musical 
artist/performer/educator, Kelly Ethier, explains it like this, “We musicians have 
a unique bond that can’t be broken! All of those hours, days, weeks, months, 
and years spent together in rehearsals and performances form an unbreakable 
bond that musicians cannot deny. To this day, my best friends are people that 
I have played music with at any given time in the past 43 years since I started 
playing clarinet and saxophone at the age of 12. I am now almost 55 and still 
teaching and performing.” She goes on further to explain that for children 

having music and other art forms at school might be the only bright spot in 
their day due to difficult situations at home.  As adults, people from all walks of 
live who wish to continue their passion of music can continue in their musical 
endeavors by being a part of a community choir, band, or orchestra. 
 A career in any area of the arts is awesome! What about ordinary 
people that go into other fields of work? How can the arts help them? Well, 
learning about any art form broadens your perspective about the world around 
you. They can continue their passion of music.  It teaches you to really look, 
see, hear, and feel about those around you. It also opens your mind to new 
possibilities. These are some of the reasons that the arts are so important 
to have in our schools and community. It is an avenue to express, vent, and 
create all in one.    COVID-19 is probably the most notable 
thing to happen to the world in many years. Many people were made to stay 
home to help slow the spread of the disease. One of the things that the stay 
at home orders has shown is how much we need the Arts. Many people 
began doing things at home in order to overcome the tedium and stress. 
Many dance companies began to offer online classes, some for free. Virtual 
concerts and art shows have popped up on the net. Movie night at home 
increased in importance. Necessity seems to have enhanced the creativity and 
inventiveness of people as they seek new ways to entertain themselves. This is 
most likely a result of an exposure to the arts in their lives. 
 In conclusion, society shares its values and culture with others through 
the arts.  Some artists use art to change opinions or draw attention to the 
negative parts of its culture. Just look at protests or even an election rally for 
some interesting opinions the important reasons to have the arts in our lives. 
Most art forms are how the future will understand the past as it becomes a 
part of the aggregate memory of that society. These are some of the important 
reasons to have the arts in our lives. So go ahead and take the plunge! Take a 
drawing or painting class. Try learning a new dance style. Learn to sing a song 
or play a musical instrument.  Take a drama class or learn karate. No matter 
what, encourage your children to explore any of the arts. You will be amazed at 
how it affects the other parts of their lives in positive ways! 
 The author of this article is a member of the Middleburg Civic 
Association, Director of Choreography of the Miss Historic Belle Pageant, 
as well as the OWNER and INSTRUCTOR of Middleburg Academy of Dance 
located at 4293 CR 218 West in Middleburg, Florida.

Free Local Towing with Major Repairs 
Complete Automotive Repair

Veteran Owned & Operated

Clay County Transmission
2016 Clay County Chamber of Commerce Small Business of the Year

Monday – Friday 8am to 5:30pm
Saturday 8am to 12pm

Middleburg/Oakleaf
2456 BLANDING BLVD Middleburg, FL

282-9771

• TRANSMISSIONS • DRIVETRAINS • BRAKES • DIFFERENTIALS 

• STATE-OF-THE-ART DIAGNOSTICS •  WWW.CLAYCOUNTYTRANS.COM
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“Quality Work At a Fair Price”

Certified Mechanics.
Quality Parts.

Nationwide 
Warranty
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Annunciation Catholic School
1610 Blanding Blvd
Middleburg, FL 32068
904-282-0504
 
Cinnamon Street Baptist  
Christian School
29 Cinnamon Street
Middleburg, FL 32068
904-406-5755

Clay Charter Academy
Charter
904-406-1607
1417 Red Apple Rd. , 
Middleburg, FL 32068
http://www.claycharter.org/

Clay Hill Elementary
Elementary
(904) 336-0775
6345 County Road 218
Jacksonville, FL 32234
http://che.oneclay.net/

Coppergate Elementary
Elementary
(904) 336-0675
3460 Copper Colts Court
Middleburg, Fl 32068
http://cge.oneclay.net/

Doctors Inlet Elementary
Elementary
(904) 336-0975
2634 County Road 220
Middleburg, Fl 32068
http://dis.oneclay.net/
Lighthouse Christian School
3925 Main Street
Middleburg, FL 32068
904-406-4866 
www.lighthousechristianschool.net

Middleburg Elementary
Elementary
(904) 336-1875
3958 Main Street 
Middleburg, Fl 32068
http://mbe.oneclay.net/

Middleburg High School
High School
(904) 336-8075
3750 County Road 220 
Middleburg, Fl 32068
http://mhs.oneclay.net/

Pinewood Christian Academy
198 Knight Boxx Rd
Middleburg, FL 32068
904-272-6408

RideOut Elementary
Elementary
(904) 336-2875
3065 Apalachicola Boulevard 
Middleburg , Fl 32068
http://roe.oneclay.net/

Swimming Pen Creek Elementary
Elementary
(904) 336-3475
1630 Woodpecker Lane
Middleburg, Fl 32068
http://spc.oneclay.net/

Tynes Elementary
Elementary
(904) 336-3850
1550 Tynes Boulevard
Middleburg, Fl 32068
http://tes.oneclay.net/

Wilkinson Elementary
Elementary
(904) 336-4075
4965 County Road 218
Middleburg, Fl 32068
http://wes.oneclay.net/

Wilkinson Junior High
Junior High
(904) 336-6175
5025 County Road 218
Middleburg, Fl 32068
http://wjh.oneclay.net/

2020 Schools: 
Middleburg Area

We all know and love Middleburg Martial Arts. It is a part of our community that 
teaches individuals of all ages life-skills and street-smarts. This family-run busi-
ness has been changing lives for over 20 years. In that time, Master Lappin has 
developed many black belts, world champion martial artists, and wildly successful 
individuals. The key ingredient in their recipe for success is the focus on character 
development: respect, confidence, leadership, goal setting, and so much more.  
 We are taking that to a whole new level by partnering with an organiza-
tion that you may not have heard of yet! The Hanley Foundation and Middleburg 
Martial Arts are partnering to provide FREE Active Parenting Workshops to all 
families in Clay County. There are different programs focused on Elementary-aged 
children and teens. The Active Parenting Workshops were created by Dr. Michael 
Popkin and address topics such as: defining mutual respect, offering choices to 
our children, communication skills, natural and logical consequences, motivation 
behind certain undesired behaviors, the value of a proactive approach to many 
parenting situations and family enrichment activities, and meetings.  
 As a master-instructor, devoted to helping my students, and a mother, 
this partnership is very important to me. I am excited to facilitate these courses. 
As I tell my students, being a black belt is about serving and helping others. So, I 
can’t wait to see how this program will impact the families in our county! 
 This program is free and available to any parent, guardian, or caregiver. 
As parents, none of us are perfect and what better way is there to set an example 
for our children about self-growth? As Dr. Popkin once said “Parenting is both 
important and difficult.” So, let’s help one another!  
 The first program will begin in June. Just as Middleburg martial Arts has 
transitioned to virtual martial arts training, this active parenting course will be 
hosted on the zoom platform. We are giving every parent who participates in the 
course 1 free month of virtual karate for the entire family!  
 If you are interested in helping your child grow through martial arts and/or 
growing as a parent, contact Middleburg Martial Arts. 

(904) 291-1335      
MiddleburgMartialArts.com

We are now offering classes in our Fleming Island academy as well, visit:  Virtual-
Karate.org

Middleburg Martial 
Arts Partners 
with the Hanley 
Foundation
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The
houses

UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH

(Circa 1847) 3925 Main Street
This building is one of the oldest Methodist 
churches in continuous use in Florida. It is a 

frame vernacular Church built of Hand-wrought 
lumber and nails. Mr. George Branning later 

donated the bell which was forged in New York 
and shipped by steamboat. One early use of 

the bell was to toll the death of his son, Robert 
Branning, who died in 1861 at 20 years of age.

THE FROSARD 
BUDINGTON HOME

(Circa 1910) 3916 Main Street
This is Historic Middleburg’s only example of 
Queen Anne architecture. It is unusual in that 

it is a single story with a rounded corner on the 
veranda porch. The rounded columns are called 

ionic. The interesting shape of the left-hand 
gable window when facing the front of the 

house is called Palladian. In 1927, Mr. and Mrs. 
F. Budington gave a deed to the Middleburg 
United Methodist Church which later added  

the Budington Educational Building. This home  
is now owned by Mrs. Pat Mueller.

THE STEWART HOME
(Circa 1890-1911) 3895 Main Stree

This is Middleburg’s only example of center gable 
frame vernacular architecture. It is a white two-story 
home with a porch. It has a front facing gable wall 

dormer window. The home was built by George 
Chalker. As Mr. Chalker had a home on wharf 

Street, he rented this house to Mr. and Mrs. G.P, 
Stewart. The Stewarts moved from the Gin House 
Landing area where they had a turpentine mill.

THE GEORGE 
CHALKER HOME

(Circa Late 1800’s) 2160 Wharf Street
This white two-story home sits on a large area of land. It is 
Colonial Revival architecture which features a flat roofed 
porch with a railing above which is supported by square 
columns. There is a dormer window on the roof on the 

front of the house. A vine-covered retaining wall fronts the 
home on Wharf Street. The Chalker family was related to 
many families in Middleburg. It is presently under-going 

renovation and restoration.

THE BUDINGTON HOME
(Circa Late 1800’s)

Originally at 3913 Main Street
This is a white two-story house with a wide L-shaped porch 

which extends out to an area which can be used now as 
a carport. The shutters on this home are functional. This 

frame vernacular home is thought to have been moved to 
its present sit by rolling it on logs from across the street 

where the F. Budington home is now. This home is simpler 
in appearance on the outside than the Frosard Budington 
house across the street. This house has been relocated to 

the Main Street Park.

DR. G.E. ADAMS & 
DR. STONE HOME

(Circa Early 1900’s) 2145 Wharf Street
This building is a small frame vernacular 

home. It has decorative wooden trim on it. 
There is wooden “gingerbread” trim at the top 
of the porch columns. The porch with railing is 
on the left side of the house when facing the 
front. This building served as a Doctor’s office 
and home in 1914. Later, the house became a 

private residence.

THE GEORGE 
HASKELL HOME

(Circa Late 1800’s) 3894 Main Street
This frame vernacular home was built by Mr. Haskell 
as a replica of his home in Salem Mass. He was sta-
tioned with the Union troops during the Civil War in 
the area. He was attached to the Paymaster Corps. He 

later acquired 500 acres of land. The house is three 
stories and has been remodeled and kept in good 
condition. It is white with a decorative eagle on it.
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 of Historic 
Middleburg

THE HADDEN HOME
(Circa 1912) 3887 Main Street

This is a colonial revival home with a balanced 
front called a symmetrical façade. This is a 

two-story home with round columns. It has a 
tin roof like several of the historic homes in 
the historic district. An interesting aspect of 
this home is that the decoration above the 
front door was originally made from an old 
bed headboard. This is called a decorative 

entrance Pediment.

THE BARDIN HOME
(Circa 1888) 3881 Main Street

This is Middleburg’s only example of Italian 
architecture. This style is more common in other 

areas of the country that in the South. There is 
a central cupola which is a small structure built 

on to the house. It is often used as a lookout 
and for air supple ventilation. Mr. Henry 

Bardin’s house has two wide porches across the 
front of the hoe.  It also has Victorian style gin-

gerbread trim. The Bardins used to have square 
dances there many Saturday nights.

THE BARTHLOW HOME
(Circa 1800’s) 3884 Main Street

This is a frame vernacular home, which is a typical wood 
frame home of the period. It is a small home with a tin 
roof and green metal awnings over the porch. Homes 

during this period were built with fireplaces for heat as is 
this one. This home has a metal fence. Some of the other 
homes have wooden, brick, metal or stone fences in front 

of their homes. Some do not have fences. This home 
remains in the Barthlow family to this day.

LONG HOUSE
(Circa 1890) 3858 Main Street

This home was purchased by 
Edward Long for his parents 

in 1896. It was an example of 
the open side gamble frame 

vernacular style. This building 
features drop siding exterior 

wall fabric and an exterior field 
stone chimney stack.

THE CLARK-CHALKER HOUSE
(Circa 1835) 3891 Main Street

This is the oldest building in Middleburg. It is a white 
two-story columned house with a white picket fence. 

This open side gable frame vernacular home was built 
for Capt. Matthew Clark and his staff. They were with the 
U.S. 2nd Dragoons stationed at Ft Heilman. During the 
Second Seminole Indian war, the house was headquar-

ters for General Winfield Scott. Martha Ann Chalker later 
occupied the house for 82 years until her death in 1936.

OLD MASONIC LODGE
(Circa Late 1800-1889) 3893 Main Street

This building was moved to its present site 
from where the present Masonic Lodge is now. 
It is often called “the old lodge.” It has an open 

side gable frame vernacular building built 
in the federal-period style. It has a one bay 

gable roof entrance porch on the east side. This 
yellow painted two-story building is balanced 
or symmetrical in appearance. It is beside the 

Clark-Chalker house.
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Main Street, Middleburg: 
The Oldest Surviving Road in Clay County

Much is said about the Bellamy Road, 
the first federal highway in Florida 
(authorized to be constructed in1824) 
and slicing through Clay County, but Main 
Street in Middleburg might have been in 
existence at the same time, if not before. 
 The road has been in Middleburg 
even before Middleburg was Middleburg. 
It wasn’t always called Main Street 
though. Maps from the 1830’s illustrate 
the road. At its earliest it was a dirt path 
cutting through the wilderness and then 
morphed into a military road during the 
Second Seminole War. It cuts its way 
across Black Creek with a ferry onto its 
way to Jacksonville.  
 Samuel Garey was appointed by the 
territorial Governor in 1824 as the Indian 
Agent to the Native Americans living 
along the St. Johns River and Black Creek. 
He set up shop at the forks of Black 
Creek, right about where the boat ramp is 
today. He eventually gave up that job and 
established a ferry and inn at the forks of 
the creek. 
 The citizens along Black Creek 
named their settlement Whitesville, in 
honor of territorial delegate Joseph M 
White. The area by the ferry was named 
Garey’s Ferry after it propertier, Samuel 
Garey. Eventually the two villages grew 
together and Middleburg would spring 
up. 
 Some pioneer citizens were the 
Brannings,  the Hagans, Isaac Varnes and 
Ozias Buddington. By the time the second 
Seminole war started, Whitesville was 
well established. 
 Homes and store and warehouses 
sprung up along the road and among 
these was the Clark Chalker House, dating 
to the late 1830’s.  
 From Floridamemory.com  “The 
origins of the Clark-Chalker House are 
somewhat uncertain, although evidence 

Historic Clark-Chalker House at 3891 Main St. in Middleburg.

1839 Map of Whitesville
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suggests it may have been built by Captain Michael M. Clark, Quartermaster 
at nearby Fort Heileman. Captain Clark had been given instructions to erect 
buildings for military purposes, and he appears to have expended money for 
this purpose. Stars carved into the eaves of the facade of the Clark-Chalker 
House may have designated the house as the headquarters of generals 
Winfield Scott and Thomas Jesup, who periodically stayed at Fort Heileman 
during the Second Seminole War. The house may have been used as a hospital 
at this time, because when Isaac Varnes bought the property in November 
1845 it included an ‘old Army hospital.’ In August 1859, the house and property 
were bought by William Sims Bardin, who in turn granted them to his daughter 
Martha Anne Bardin and her husband Albert Symington Chalker upon their 
marriage in December 1865. Chalker operated a private ferry across nearby 
Black Creek, as well as a general store in Middleburg. Martha Anne Bardin 
continued to live in the home until her death in 1936 at the age of 91. Her 
grandson, Dr. Francis Allen Copp, inherited the house and embarked on a 
significant restoration effort. The most profound alteration was on the front 
facade, where Dr. Copp removed the second-story gallery and added a small 
balcony and four masonry columns across the front in its place.” 
 Later, in the late 1800’s and early 1900’s many of the historic homes 
on Main Street were built. Some of the families were Haskell, the Bardin, the 
Barthlow, Dillaberry, Hass, Houghton, Prevatt, Silcox and Knight.  
 One smaller home, at 3852 Main Street belonged to George Haskell’s 
son, Ferdinand. Ferdinand died tragically and young in 1902 and the home fell 
into the hands of Frosard Buddington and his wife Callie Austin Budington who 
then sold it to Callie’s sisters Pearl Lee and Lula Oliver. 
 Later, in the late 1800’s and early 1900’s many of the historic homes 
on Main Street were built. Some of the families were Haskell, the Bardin, the 
Barthlow, Dillaberry, Hass, Houghton, Prevatt, Silcox and Knight.  
 One smaller home, at 3852 Main Street belonged to George Haskell’s 
son, Ferdinand. Ferdinand died tragically and young in 1902 and the home fell 
into the hands of Frosard Buddington and his wife Callie Austin Budington who 
then sold it to Callie’s sisters Pearl Lee and Lula Oliver.

Mrs. Martha Bardin Chalker at the far right.

FARMHOUSE
 CHICKEN 

Callie Austin and her husband Frosard Budington.

FARMHOUSE CHICKEN AND DONUTS

FRIED CHICKEN FRIDAYS
MADE FROM SCRATCH FRIED CHICKEN!

1694 Blanding Blvd Middleburg, Fl. 32068 • (904) 203-2828
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R&S Structures R&S Structures 
& More& More

Barns • Buildings • Carports  Barns • Buildings • Carports  
Custom Design Your Own Steel Building Custom Design Your Own Steel Building 

Lark BuildersLark Builders

Financing AvailableFinancing Available
 Rent To Own Rent To Own
904-606-2125904-606-2125

www.rsstructures.comwww.rsstructures.com
4151 CR 218 W STE 24151 CR 218 W STE 2

MIDDLEBURG, FL MIDDLEBURG, FL 

Civic Center HallCivic Center Hall
2102 Palmetto St., Middleburg2102 Palmetto St., Middleburg

www.MiddleburgCivicAssociation.comwww.MiddleburgCivicAssociation.com

PARTIES • MEETING • WEDDINGS • EVENTSPARTIES • MEETING • WEDDINGS • EVENTS

MiddleburgCA@gmail.com

PLAN YOUR PLAN YOUR 
NEXT EVENT HERENEXT EVENT HEREBEST OF CLAY BEST OF CLAY

claytodayonline.com

2020

Humbled & 
Extremely 
Grateful

Thank you Clay county and to all that voted for 
us. Our hearts are full and our appreciation is 
immeasurable. YOU voted US- YOUR favorite 

seafood AND favorite family restaurant.

Simply amazing. Thank you so much. 
We couldn’t have done it without our awesome 

crew and YOU our amazing customers.

(904) 282-4200 2475 • Blanding Blvd #1, Middleburg • www.CedarRiverSeafood.com
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MIDDLEBURG BLACK CREEK LIONS CLUB
In 2005, a group of civic conscious residents of Middleburg saw a critical need 
for charitable services in the area.  They came together and formed the Mid-
dleburg Black Creek Lions Club (MBC Lions.)  In May 2006, Middleburg Black 
Creek Lions became an official chartered affiliate of Lions Clubs International. 
The Motto of Lions Clubs International is “We Serve.”  Service Projects were 
determined and then fundraising ideas were discussed.  MBC Lions chose to 
raise money by holding a yearly charity golf tournament.  The First Annual Mid-
dleburg Black Creek Lions Foundation CLAY/VISION Charity Golf Tournament 
was organized and held in 2006.  The Charity Golf Tournament continues to be 
our biggest yearly fundraising event.  
 
Black Creek Lions Club serves our community by;  

• Food Drives: 

• Free Vision Screenings:  We have conducted thousands of free Vision 
Screenings and have provided hundreds of free pairs of glasses to local 
needy.

• We provided free cataract surgery and post-op medicine for a local Middle-
burg resident.

• We have collected tens of thousands of used eye glasses, which have 
been repaired, reused, reissued or recycled.

• Each Christmas, we host a Christmas Party for the residents of Pine Crest 
Manor Assisted Living Facility in Middleburg.  Santa makes a surprise visit 
with gifts for all the residents. Our members volunteer as Salvation Army 
Bell Ringers to assist Salvation Army raise funds for its mission.

• We participate in Salvation Army’s Angel Tree Program providing gifts for 
local needy children.

• We’ve donated hundreds of dollars to Christmas in Box Program which 
provides clothes and toys to needy Middleburg children.

• Every Christmas we provide hundreds of dollars of gifts for needy children.

• We provide Christmas Dinner for seniors who attend the Weigel Senior 
Center of Middleburg.

• We plant trees, milkweeds, wildflowers and clean trash along the sides of 
the roads for Earth Day.

• We conduct White Cane Days to educate the community about Lions Sight 
Initiatives.

• We provided Disaster Relief for those affected by Hurricanes Irma, Michael 
and Maria. 
 
 
 
 

In the past year, we have donated $4000 to local and regional chari-
ties, including; 
Father’s Heart Ministry, Hope Therapy, PB&J Backpack Program, Seamark 
Ranch, Miriam’s Basket, Weigel Senior Center (Middleburg,) SKOA, Christ-
mas in a Box, Salvation Army, Agape House Food Bank, Middleburg Food 
Bridge, North Florida Lions Eye Foundation, Southeast Guide Dogs, Leader 
Dog, Florida Guide Dogs for the Deaf, Arlington Eye Clinic, Northeast Flor-
ida Hearing Aid Bank, American Diabetes Association, Florida Center for 
the Blind, Florida School for the Deaf and Blind, Florida Lions Foundation, 
International Hearing Dog, Lions Clubs International Foundation, KidSight, 
Lions Quest Education Program 
 Lions Clubs International was formed in 1917 and is the largest service 
organization in the world with over 1.3 million members and 40,000 clubs.  
Services provided by the Lions Club impact over 200 million people each 
year. 
 Middleburg Black Creek Lions meet the second Tuesday of each 
month, at Noon, at Cedar River Seafood, Blanding Boulevard, Middleburg.  
You are cordially invited to attend any meeting.  If you are interested in 
becoming a Lion, you may contact John Lynch (Ph. 904.514.1333, email: 
jjlynch31@hotmail.com.)  For more information, check us out on Facebook/
Middleburg Black Creek Lions, or Lions Clubs International, www.Lions-
clubs.org.

Middleburg Black Creek Lions Club
PO Box 221 Middleburg, FL 32050 

(904) 514-1333

To learn more about the Lions, see our Facebook Page,
www.facebook.com/middleburgblackcreeklionsclub
or contact President Ed Dickson (904) 254-7891

Where There’s a Need, There’s a Lion
Whenever a Lions Club gets together, 
problems get smaller and communities 
get better. Middleburg Black Creek Lions 
Club provides free vision screenings to 
children and adults and free eyeglasses to 
the needy. We donate hundreds of pounds 
of non-perishable food items to our local 
food banks. We provide Christmas Parties 
for Middleburg’s Senior Center and for the 
residents of Pine Crest Manor Assisted Living 
Facility. Annually we donate about $4000 to 
local and regional charities. We Serve.
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Kentucky 
Fried Chicken

2693 Blanding Blvd
282-1374

Black 
Creek Café

2696 Blanding Blvd
282-7373

Dalton’s Sports 
Bar & Grill

2620 Blanding Blvd
282-1564

Hardee’s 
Restaurant

2730 Blanding Blvd
282-1889

Huddle 
House #581

4094 CR 218
291-3850

Little Caesar’s 
Pizza

2468 Blanding Blvd
291-2000

Gerald’s
2216 Mimosa

406-9491

Fushimi Sushi
1786 Blanding Blvd

282-8900

Burger King
2732 Blanding Blvd

282-1887
China Wok
2640-209 Blanding Blvd

291-6988

Bono’s  
Bar-B-Q

2640-211 Blanding Blvd
282-4288

Domino’s 
Pizza
4158 CR 218

282-0234

Cedar River 
Seafood
2475 Blanding Blvd

282-4200

Chick-Fil-A
1710 Blanding Blvd

291-8220

Firehouse 
Subs

2640-210 Blanding Blvd
291-4411

Dunkin’ Donuts
1543 Blanding Blvd

406-0474
5110 CR 218

282-0200

Farmhouse 
Chicken & Donuts

1696 Blanding Blvd
203-2828

Asian 
Paradise

2223 CR 220
278.7778

4Trees 
Smokehouse

1948 Henley
214.3041

Culver’s of
Middleburg

1767 Blanding Blvd.
904-203-2071

First Wok
2474 CR 220

272-7738

China Cafe
1545 Branon Field RD

282-9988

Bambino’s
Pizzeria

2575 C.R. 220
644.7377

Middleburg
Restaurants

Maggie D’s 
2219 CR 220

999-9466

El Catrine
2710 Blanding Blvd.

413-7860
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Pizza Hut
2475 Blanding Blvd.

282-0909

Zaxby’s
2524 Blanding Blvd.

512-1100

Papa John’s 
Pizza

2696 Blanding Blvd
282-5959

Papa 
Murphy’s
2040 Blanding Blvd

282-7381

Royal Moose 
Coffee Company

2441 Blanding Blvd
406.9523

Yume Fusion 
Sushi & Grill
2640-204 Blanding Blvd

406-0865

Subway
2710-17 Blanding Blvd • 282-0242

5105 CR 218 • 281-2674

Branan Field @ Wal-Mart • 589-9967

Stone E 
Cabin BBQ

4430 CR 218
291-5858

Sonic 
Restaurant

2610 Blanding Blvd
689-9784

Nicole’s In 
the Country

2216 Mimosa
406-9491

Salsa  
Mexican

2574 CR 220
375-0494

Popeye’s
Chicken
2496 Blanding Blvd

352-275-1753

Yama Sushi
& Bento  

Japanese
2569 CR 220

375-9777

Wendy’s 
Restaurant

2530 Blanding Blvd
291-1157

Tropical 
Smoothie Café

1782-11 Blanding Blvd
282-8777

Tony’s Pizza
2221 CR 220

406-5646

Taco Bell
2614 Blanding Blvd.

282-0380

Waffle 
House 

1537 Blanding Blvd
614-8923

McDonalds 
2485 Blanding Blvd

282-9303
561 Plantation

298-2530

Eat Here

Nicole’s
“Service At Its Finest!

Enjoy Huge Portions of Southern Home-Style Cooking
& Seafood Fresh From The Ocean To Your Plate

1101 Blanding Blvd. 
Corner of Jefferson Ave. 
904-251-9977

On the river

Breakfast & Lunch Served 7 Days A Week
 Dinner Served Thursday- Saturday 

Catering & Orders To Go

Come in and taste what 
everyone’s talking about 
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2102 Palmetto St
Middleburg, Florida 32068

middleburgcivicassociation.com

BUILDING AVAILABLE FOR EVENT RENTAL

BEST OF CLAY BEST OF CLAY
claytodayonline.com

2020

Auto & Boat 
Upholstery

Thank you for voting 
Clay County’s us best

Auto & Boat 
Upholster y
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R Debbie’s Decorators Workroom

Custom Upholstery at Reasonable Rates 

904-282-3229 • 2494 Blanding Blvd. Suite 10, Middleburg 

Check out our 
Check out our 

selection of wood 
selection of wood 

products.products.

• ADM• ADM
• Seminole• Seminole
• Southern States• Southern States
• Hillandale• Hillandale
•  Diamond & Taste of the Wild Dog Food•  Diamond & Taste of the Wild Dog Food

(904) 291-5725 • 4479 C.R. 218 Middleburg 
Mon – Sat: 8am to 7pm •  Sunday: 9am to 5pm

Feed
Store
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Feed Store
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Rum maker now running to make sanitizer

MIDDLEBURG – Local rum maker Black Creek Distillery joined the fight 
against COVID-19.

They shifted their focus from the production of the popular elixir to 
manufacturing a product that was in huge demand but short supply: 
hand sanitizer. 
 “The TTB [Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau] who 
governs us, let everybody who is a small distillery like us know that 
they were relaxing the rules so that we could make industrial alcohol, 
which is what hand sanitizer is characterized as,” said Dave Fleming, 
co-owner of Black Creek Distillery with his wife, Suzette. “So up until 
June 30, we [didn’t] have to get an industrial alcohol permit. They gave 
us the WHO [World Health Organization] recipe, and they provided us a 
label for the back of it that says as long as you make it just like this, this 
is your label,” Fleming said. 
 Usually, Black Creek is a rum distillery. The process of creating 
rum is different from industrial alcohol. Rum is made using raw brown 
sugar. Hand sanitizer is made using white granulated sugar. 

 “The people from our Middleburg Winn-Dixie have gone above 
and beyond to make sure that they had enough sugar because we just 
bought almost 600 pounds of it,” Fleming said. “You can’t normally go 
into Winn-Dixie and get 600 pounds of sugar. You [couldn’t] get more 
than two of anything right now. The other stores in the area were willing 
to help, but Winn-Dixie, literally, after I asked, two days later, walked in 
the door and said, ‘I’ve got your sugar, and let me know when you need 
more.’” 
 Fleming said the white sugar ferment used for the sanitizer takes 
longer than the brown sugar ferment used in rum, so it slowed the 
manufacturing process. It’s went more slowly than usual, but he said 
that he got help from his yeast supplier, and more ingredients that sped 
the fermentation are on the way that helped move the process along. 
 “At that time, I’m thinking we had somewhere around 500-600 
bottles, and they’re 16-ounce bottles,” said Fleming. “They’re going 
directly to the supervisor of elections Chris Chambless – that’s who 
asked us to do it. Once everybody’s got their little 16-ounce bottles, we 
[made] gallons.”

Including labor, Black Creek didn’t make any profit.

DAVID A. KING
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

•• Wills / Trusts / Estate Planning 

•• Corporations / Partnerships 

•• Limited Liability Companies 

•• Commercial Real Estate 

•• Purchase or Sale of Businesses 

1416 KINGSLEY AVE. 
ORANGE PARK 

269-6699
The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based  

solely upon advertisements.  Before you decide, please visit 

www.davidkingattorney.com
for more information about our qualifications and experience.



34 • Middleburg Civic Association • June 2020

Murph’s 
Challenge

Each year, the Middleburg Civic Association selects one of our 
businesses in the community to be our “Business of the Year”. 
This one stands out with its continuous dedication to the Mid-
dleburg area community. With all of the great businesses in 
Middleburg joining in to support our amazing community, there 
were so many to choose for. 

This business has gone above and beyond to contribute time, 
money, and resources to events happening in the Middleburg 
area. Never hesitating or complaining about things, they have 
rallied around the fine folks of Middleburg to support and help 
our community move forward, grow and prosper. 

We would like to honor The Cochran Law Group, our “2020 
Business of the Year”. Congratulations The Cochran Law 
Group from all of us at the Middleburg Civic Association and 
the Middleburg Networking Group! Your dedication to the com-
munity is greatly appreciated.

The Cochran Law Group serves the community in so many 
different capacities. The Cochran Law Group  is very much hands 
on when it come to our community. They are always there to 
give a helping hand and have been a huge supporter of our 
community.  Thanks again to your whole crew!

Come out and join us  
at our Middleburg 
Civic Association 
meeting on the last 
Wednesday of each 
month. Bring your 
business cards and 
fliers to distribute to 
other members as 
we network with each 
other to improve our 
businesses and com-
munity. Check out 
our website  at  
www.Middleburg-
CivicAssocation.
com  
for more information.

Middleburg BIZ  
“2020 Business of the Year”

The Cochran Firm,
“2019 Business of the Year”
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By Randy Lefko 
Sports Editor

MIDDLEBURG - Noel Famy, 
Middleburg Strength and 
Crossfit gym owner, finished his 
introduction of U.S. Navy Seal 
Lt. Col. Michael P. Murphy with a 
final question.

“When you are in the middle of 
today’s task and you are hurting 
and wanting to quit, ask yourself, 
Do I really have to quit or can I 
honor this gentleman, Lt. Michael 
Murphy, by finishing?”

Ramy, along with a handful of 
fitness challengers in Monday’s 
“Murph Challenge”, was 
reminding his group about to take 
on a one mile run, 100 pullups, 
200 pushups, 300 squats and 
a final one mile run, all with a 
20 pound body vest, that Lt. 
Murphy, who was featured in 
the film “Lone Survivor” for his 
brave actions on a U.S. Navy 
Seal mission in Afghanistan with 
three other SEALs that went very 
bad very fast and ended with a 
fierce gun battle. Murphy climbed 
to a higher and more exposed 
vantage point to radio for help 
and ultimately lost his life while 
saving the final member, Marcus 
Luttrell to escape. Luttrell. Luttrell 

is the primary source for the book 
and film, “Lone Survivor” that 
details the tragic mission.

“We have been doing the ‘Murph’ 
for at least the last seven years,” 
said Reyna Famy, also one of the 
MSAC gym owners. “It’s an honor 
to host and we get a solid group 
of people who come to honor Lt. 
Murphy’s courage.”

First in from the initial mile run 
was Matt Diley, from Middleburg, 
a first timer at 26 years old, who 
later felt the wrath of the rest of 
the Murph.

The two first out of the door after 
the mile and pullups through 
squats challenges were the pair 
of Dylan Lee, 27, of Charlotte, 
who had his own 20 pound vest 
complete with his USN insignia 
and a message from President 
Donald Trump, and Kelsey 
Freeman, 22, of St. Augustine. 

Lee and Freeman teamed up to 
get through and finish first on the 
day. 

“We worked to finish together like 
a team should,” said Lee. “A lot 
of people went too fast too early 
and are paying the price. I believe 
in slow and steady.”
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The Salvation Army Clay County Corps 

2795 CR 220 Middleburg, Florida 32068 
Corps Officers: Majors Phillip and Lynn Irish

https ://salvationarmyflorida.org/jacksonville/locations/clay-county-corps

CALL US TO SEE HOW YOU CAN HELP!
(904) 276-6677

904-276-5597 | SCOTTSTOWINGFLA.COM

WE DID IT AGAIN BACK TO BACK

BEST TOWING SERVICE! 
We really appreciate your business.

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1988

BEST OF CLAY BEST OF CLAY
claytodayonline.com

2020

Home Decor, Clothing, Jewelry, Custom Gifts, DIY Classes, and More

Like and follow us on Facebook for what’s new and events!

4159 Co Rd. 218,  Middleburg, FL 32068

One Swanky
Chic

Boutique

thank You 
Clay County for voting us 2020’s Best

Women’s Clothing Store 
& Boutique Boutique

F
IR

S
T   P

L A C E   W

IN
N

E
R

Women’s 
Clothing Store
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Lures. Made in House by by Hooks N Horns

Follow us on 
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By Bruce Hope 
bruce@opcfla.com

MIDDLEBURG – One Swanky Chic 
isn’t your ordinary boutique. It has a 
little bit of everything. 
 Kristina Byrd, the owner of 
the shop, takes pride in her special 
little place. 
 “I had been running a 
boutique out of my home for a couple 
of years,” said Byrd. “One day, I 
happened to stumble upon this [the 
rental space]. The girl who was in 
here was going out of business, and 
I just decided that I’m going to open 
something out here in Middleburg and 
see what happens.” 
 What happened is that One 
Swanky Chic Boutique became a 
success, known for its décor and 

different products for sale. 
 “I would say probably of the 
décor and things like that, about 
60% is locally made,” said Byrd, who 
through community ties, has brought 
in different craftspeople and artisans 
from around Middleburg and Clay 
County. She sells their wares and 
helps give a platform to local small 
vendors. “They make everywhere 
from metalworks to signs, to soaps, 
to cups, to jewelry, you name it.” 
 When Byrd is asked to 
identify a general theme for her shop, 
she smiles. 
 “Eclectic,” she said. “That’s 
what I tell everybody. We are an 
eclectic boutique. We offer everything 
from housewares, to clothing, to 
custom gifts.”

 The store has almost 
everything from signs, to handmade 
soap, and her biggest seller, custom 
toe-rings. Byrd is also aware of 
something that is not readily available 
in Middleburg: flooring. 
 Byrd is, by her own 
admission, a local girl. 
 “I’m from Middleburg. I 
graduated from Middleburg High 
School,” she said. 
 She is not only in business to 
make a profit. She cares deeply about 
her state and her community. One 
Swanky Chic is also a pickup site for 
Save Florida Farms. 
 “Florida farmers are 
struggling,” said Byrd. “There’s a 
program where people can basically 
help support local Florida farms. You 
purchase boxes and things every 

week, local produce that’s made right 
here in Florida.” 
 She goes each Thursday, 
picks up the boxes and brings them 
back to One Swanky Chic. Her store 
does not make anything off of it; 
it is just a service provided to the 
community to assist local farmers. 
 The shop offers crafting and 
skill classes. During the summer, 
Byrd plans on hosting “Mommy and 
Me” classes so that kids can also get 
involved. 
 “I am the big surprise out here 
in Middleburg,” she said. “I have been 
out here eight months, and I’ve won 
two ‘Best of Clay Awards.’ I just kind 
of blew up.”

‘Eclectic’ One Swanky Chic offers unique 
items, local support to farmers
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Services provided by our office include: 
Online TPP Filing 
GIS (Mapping) 
Aerial Maps 

                 Agricultural Classification 
       Parcel Information 

 Annual Report 

www.ccpao.com                  facebook.com/ccpaofl 

Property Tax Exemptions / Reductions 

It is the commitment of this office to execute the duties and responsibilities of the Office of The Property 
Appraiser in a fair and equitable manner and to provide accurate information with courteous professional service. 

Mission Statement:  

Main Office 
477 Houston Street 

Admin Building, 2nd Floor 
Green Cove Springs, FL 32043 

Phone: 904-284/269-6305 
Fax: 904-284-2923 

Branch Office 
Park Central Plaza 
1518 Park Avenue 

Orange Park, FL 32073 
Phone: 904-541-5332 

Fax: 904-541-5340 

Clay County Property Appraiser’s Office 
Roger A. Suggs, CFA, AAS, CCF 

Let us do your 
accounting & taxes so 
you can do the things 

you enjoy most!

Small Businesses
Individuals

Reasonable Fees

904.282.7771
www.hatchercpa.com

2239 Blanding Blvd., Suite 2
Middleburg, FL 32068

FL License AC0022915
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Where is he now? 
David Ayres, Middleburg High football, wrestling standout, US NAVY
MIDDLEBURG - Former Middleburg 
High football and wrestling athlete 
David Ayres, now about to graduate 
from the U.S. Naval Academy, will be 
training for a possible pilot spot with 
the U.S. Marine Corps. Ayres survived 
a year of Naval Academy rugby before 
an injury sidelined him. 

“When you enter the Academy, you 
have to select a varsity sport, a club 
sport or an intramural sport,” said 
Ayres, 22. “They have a nationally 
ranked rugby team and it was a little 
football, a little wrestling. I tore my 
ACL in my freshman year and that 
ended that. Rugby guys are great 
people. I played tighthead prop, No. 3 
player, similar to an offensive lineman 
in football.”

Note: Tighthead prop, in rugby, is to 
the right of the hooker with his head 
positioned between the opposition 
hooker and the opposition loosehead 
prop. A tighthead prop is one of the 
three players at the front of the scrum. 
They stand on the right-hand side of 
the hooker. As they take most of the 
impact in the scrum, a prop should 
have plenty of strength in their upper 

body. This is the area of the body 
where all the power is created for the 
big push.

Ayres, back in Middleburg due to the 
Coronavirus, has been working out to 
better his weight and strength, plus 
taking online courses to complete his 
final year.

“On my Reveal Day which is where 
your next assignment will be, I 
was chosen to go to Marine Corps 
Aviation,” said Ayres, who will finish 
at the Academy with a Bachelor of 
Science in Science and History. “I 
go to Quantico after graduation for 
training, then Pensacola for flight 
school.” 

Ayres had two aircraft in mind for his 
flying; the F-35 fighter jet or a KC-130 
cargo plane. 

“The Marine Corps pilot platforms are 
awesome,” said Ayres. “I would be 
happy with either choice.”

Ayres, who left Middleburg High as 
his 2016 Class Valedictorian and 
entered the U.S. Naval Academy, has 
been online since the Virus outbreak.

“The Naval Academy has a great 
program online,” said Ayres. “I do 
a 5 a.m. walk, school and another 
workout.”

Ayres compared being home with dad 
and mom; Jon and Aurora, as less 
intense, by far.

“Actually, not nearly as intense as 
being on the Yard,” said Ayres. “My 
parents were on me like a whole 
bunch when in high school, but they 
are a little looser now.”

Ayres noted that the Naval Academy 
has been a great decision for post 
high school and has taken him 
worldwide to places like Germany, 
Hawaii, Haiti and California.

“I studied abroad in Germany in 
Hamburg with classes in history and 
cultural studies,” said Ayres. “The 
pilot decision was a pretty recent 
decision as my first thought was to 
be a Marine Corps ground officer; 
infantry or artillery elements. Aviation 
is the other aspect and their job is to 
support the ground troops. I made 
the decision to go aviation in January; 
very, very late.” 

One of Ayres fondest memories was 
the traditional Herndon Monument 
Climb at Annapolis where first-
year Plebes must build a human 
pyramid to scale a 21 foot monument 
covered with 50 pounds of vegetable 
shortening and replace a “Dixie cup” 
hat at the top with a Upperclassman’s 
hat. When the hat’s are replaced, the 
freshmen are no longer called plebes, 
but “fourth class midshipmen.” The 
Herndon is named after Commander 
William Lewis Herndon (1813-1857) 
who possessed the qualities of 
discipline, teamwork and courage. In 
command of the SS Central America 
and home-bound with gold-seekers 
from California, the ship encountered 
a three-day hurricane off the coast of 
North Carolina. Herndon went down 
with his ship after a gallant effort to 
save it, its sailors and passengers. A 
monument was erected on the Yard in 
his honor shortly after his death.

“It’s a rite of passage and I was at the 
base of the Herndon for about two 
hours as guys climbed over me to try 
and build the pyramid,” said Ayres. 
“It’s a great team unity finish of the 
first year. It’s tough though.”
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KATHERINE 
BAUSTERT
State Farm Insurance Agency

904-276-2112 2219 County Rd 220 #301, 
Middleburg, FL 32068

SERVING 
MIDDLEBURG
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